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To the Reverend 


Mr. JohN WESLEY. 


OU have had the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, in the Doctrines of 
God's eternal Electing Love, particular 
Redemption, ſpecial Vocation, and final Perſe- 
verance ſhine round about you; but, I fear, to 
this Moment, it hath not ſhined into your Heart. 
| You have had the Means of Light, but no Light 
communicated by the Means: But till in the 
Darkneſs of your own Mind, you reſiſt and op- 
poſe the Light. OS „„ 
The dear Mr. WIT ETIELPD's LETTER, in 
Anſwer to your Sermon intitled FREE GRACE, | 
was doubtleſs wrote in the Spirit of Chrift, is full 
of Goſpel-Truth, and was a Warning from God 
to You, to ceaſe your Oppoſition thereto. But I 
hear, that you neither receiv'd it, nor the Truth 
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therein in Love; but till make as ferce, bY 
 fercer Oppoſition than ever : This, Sir, I am 
very ſorry for. 
Glad ſhould I have: been, if you had born 
Witneſs to that Part of the Truth of the Goſpel 


N , which you ſee, vis. That the Juſtification of a 


Sinner before God, muſt be, not by his own 
Works, but by the Obedience of Chriſt alone; 
and upon this foot exhorted Sinners to believe 
on Him for Salvation; and meekly waited upon 
God for further T eaching, before you ſpake 
Evil of the Things you know not. Then might 
there have been more Hope, that God would 
reveal even theſe unto you; for the Meek be 
vill teach his Way. But at preſent there is but 
ſmall Hope of you concerning this Thing. Sad 
will it be, if God ſhould ſay of you, He will 
not ſee ; let him be blind. 

It is has been thought by ſome, That a bit- 
beter Prejudice againſt Election, is a Mark of 
te the Non- Elect.. I dare not fix it upon you 


as ſuch. But indeed Sir, It is no ordinary Caſe, 


to ſee a Believer in Chriſt ſhew ſuch Heart- 


8 enmity againſt that Grace which alone can fave 


him. By Nature we are all Haters of God, and 
Enemies to his Sovereignty : And there is no 
one Thing in which the Enmity of the carnal 
Mind againſt God appears more, than in the 
Oppoſition it makes to his Sovereignty. Oh! 
corrupt Nature is preſently in a Rage, if it hears, 
That God of the lame Lump has made one 


Veſſel 


1 31 
Veſſel to Honour, and another to Diſhonour ; 
tat he hath Mercy on whom he will, and 
| Whom he will he Pardneth ; that Salvation is 
not of Works, not of him that Willeth, nor of 
bim that Runneth, but of God that "ſheweth M ercy: 
Inſtantly it flies in his Face, with a hy doth 
« be then find Fuult? For who hath refified bis 
« Mill?“ But when once the Soul is humbled 
by Grace, it is in ſome good Meaſure reconcil'd -| 
to the Sovereignty of God, and will fay to ſuch 
vile Thoughts which may ſpring up in its own 
Mind, or proceed from the Month of others, 
in Nay but, O Man, who art Thou that re- 
e plieſt againſt God ? Shall the Thing formed, 
« fay unto Him that formed it, Why haſt thou 
% made me thus? Hath not the Potter Power 
« over the Clay, of the ſame Lump, to make 
one Veſſel unto Honour, and another unto 
Diſhonour. “ 
In this Chapter, Sir, Rom. ix. the Salvation 
of a Remnant in and 'by Chriſt, unto endleſs 
Glory, is laid upon its proper Foundation ; 3 and | 
with this I ſhall begin: To wit, : 
Abſolute, unconditional Election, Election of | 
Ode, without Works. The Apoſtle here aſ- 
ſerts, That a Remnant, both of Jeus and Gen- 
tiles, ſhall be ſaved : Ver. 25, 26, 27 --- 20, 
As he ſaith alſo in Oſee, I will call them my 
People, which were not my People; and her, Be- 
loved, which was not Beloved. And it ſhall come | 
to 24h, that i in the Place, where it was ſaid unto 
A 3 them 
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them, Ye are not my People ; there [oalt 0 be 
called the Children - of the living. God, Efie ; 
alſo crieth concerning Iſrael, Ti 2 h the Number 
_of the Children of Iſrael be as the Sand of the Sea, 
à Remnant ſhall be ſaved. And as Eſaias ſaid, Ex- 
cept the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a Remnant, 
| we. bad been as Sodoma, and been made like unto. 


Gomorrba. Hence it's plain, that a Remnant, 


and but a Remnant, both of Fews and Gentiles, | 
| ſhall be faved: Except the Lord of Hoſts had 
leſt us a Seed, we had all, even all Nations of 
Men, been as ' Sodom, and been made like unto 
Gomorrha, who ſuffer'd the Vengeance of eter=-, 


nal Fire. 


And as this 3 which ſhall be faved, 
| are God's Choſen, ſcatter'd abroad all the World 5 
2 over ; - fo, the original Cauſe of their Salvation, 
is his Electing Love. As Ver. 6, &c. Not as 
to the Word of God bad taken none Effect. Fr 


they are not all Iſrael, that are of Iſrael : Nei- 


ther becauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are 
they all Chi Tur but in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be 


called. That is, they which are the Children of 
the Fleſh, theſe are 5 the Children of God: but 
the Children 0 "he the Promiſe. are counted for the 


Time will I come, and Sarab ſhall have a Son. 


And not only this, 'but when Rebecca alſo had con- 
ceived by one, even by our Father Iſaac. ¶ Tur 
the Children bei ng not yet born, neither having 
ll done any good or evil, Phat the Purpoſe of God 


k according 
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is is the Mord of Promiſe, At this 


1 
according to Election might ſtand, not of Worki, || 
but of Him that calleth). It was ſaid unto her, | 
the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger. As it is writ= | 
ten, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated, 
Thus the Apoſtle leads us to the original Cauſe || 

of that Difference of State, both here and here= | 
after, which is and ſhall be between the People | 
of God, and the reſt, as it lies in his Electing 
Love to his own; in his everlaſting Choice of 
them in Chriſt, unto eternal Life, merely from 
the ſovereign Pleaſure of his own Vill towards 
them, and not from their foreſeen Works, even 
_ Faith itſelf, Thus he loved Jacob, when he 
| hated Eſau. And in vain is it, Sir, to ſay, 
Object. This is no Proof, That God elected 
ſome to eternal Life, and rejected others: For 
this Text plainly relates not to their Perſons, 'but 
their Poſterities. As in your Dialogue between 
7 Predeftinarian and his Friend, Page 6. I an- 
7.” 47 pag; 1 
Auiſiv. It was the Pleaſure of God, to pitch 


upon the Perſons of Jacob and Eſau, firſt and = 


principally, and upon their Poſterities ſeconda- 
rily, to be Types of his eternal Election of ſome 
to everlaſting Life, and Ręjection of others. And 
that Jacob's Perſon was one of God's Choſen, 


that was intereſted in his everlaſting Love, and 


an Heir of eternal Glory, is manifeſt by the 
Scripture-Account we have of him. And that 
the Perſon of Eſau was not a Veſſel of Wrath, is 
what I think cannot be proved, But to paſs * 1 
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{1 al 
* was the Pleaſure of 4 to chuſe the Seed, 
; the Poſterity of Facob, the Nation of 1/ael to 
be his peculiar People, in Diſtinction from all 
tlie World beſide: And to them he gave the 
Land of Promiſe. And tho' the Eletion of that 
Nation, as ſuch,” and their Privileges thereupon, 
ere but external and temporary; yet by, and 
under theſe, was the eternal Election of that 
Remnant which ſhall be ſaved out of all Nations, 
and their Heavenly Inheritance, in the great Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life, typed out. And many 


* 
n 
o 


_"”— 


there were of the Nation of I Fael,. that were 
[ God's Elect, his peculiar People, in a very di- 
= Ringuiſhing Mariner from the whole Body of 
that Nation as ſuch ; that really belong'd to — 2 
eternal Election of his Grace, and were Heirs of 
Lis Promiſe in Chriſt thro the Goſpel. As is evi- 
dent by the many famous Inſtances of their 
Faith, which ſtand upon Record in the facred 
N Scriptures. But the unbelieving, carnal Fews, | 
partaking with them of the external and tempo- 
El rary Privileges of the Nation as ſuch, boaſted, . 
E themſelves of being God's peculiar People, his 
| Children, the Seed of Abraham, the Heirs of Pro- 
miſe, &c. This our. Lord abundantly confuted 
in hig Miniſtry amongſt them; as Jobn viii. 
34, Sc. He tells them, That 5 who were 
tze Children of God, the Seed of „ dee the 
U Heirs of Promiſe, were only ſuch that had True 
Fiaitb in Him the great Meſiab, both before, 
and after his n in the Fleſh. And the 
25 | Apoſtle 


_ rejecting of Chriſt, and being 
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Apoſtle in this Rom. ix, having expreſt. his ear- | 
neſt Defire after the Converſion of theſe his 1 


Kinſmen according to the Fleſh, and mention'd 


their external Privileges which were common 
to the whole Nation, as God's choſen People; 


he obviates an Objection that the carnal eus 
might make, upon the greateſt Part of them 
caſt off by God ; 
That then, God had caſt away his choſen 


People; that he was unfaithful to his Promiſe 


e which were ſo externally pri vi 


Verſes; by ſhewing how the Line of Election 


© made to Abraham; that his Word was of 
no Effect.” No, ſays the Apoſtle, not fo : 

Mut as tho the Word of God had taken none Ef 
fe, For they are not all Iſrael that are of VV 


rael; Ver. 6. It is as if he ſhould ſay, God has 
e an Iſrael in Iſrael, a ſpiritual Iſrael in [iteral 


Iſrael, a People among that People, a Remnant 
according to the Election of his Grace, Choſen 
te unto Eternal Life, among that cw Nation, 


gd. And 
ee fheſe he hath not caſt away; He hath not 
ee been unfaithful, nor hath his Word of Pro- 


© miſe to Abraham and his Seed, the Children 
© and Heirs intended therein, taken none Effect.“ 
Thus it appears, that God's Election of a Rem- 


nant to- eternal Life, was couch'd under, and 


typed out by his Election of the Nation of Mrael 
unto external and temporal Privileges ; and that 


ſome of that Nation were of that elect Remnant. 
And this he further proves in the following 


kran 
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1 
ran in the Seed of Abrabam, in Iſaac, and not 
in Iſmael, in the Children of the Promiſe, and 
not in the Children of the Fleſh, And again, 
in Jacob, and not in Eſau. And to ſhew the 
Freeneſs and Sovereignty of electing Grace, he 
obſerves, ©* That (in the Type) it was faid unto 
*: pla ( Rebecca ) The Elder ſhall ſerve the Youn- 
* ger.” And © that before the Children were yet 
ec Born, or had done either Good or Evil.“ This 
is on Purpoſe brought in to prove, that Election 
is of Grace, and not of Works; or that it is 
Abſolute and Unconditional. For, faith he, this 
was ſaid unto her, that the Purpoſe of God ac- 
cording to Election might ſtand, not of Works, 
but of Him that Calleth. That i is, that Chooſ- 
eth, Calleth, and Saveth whom he will, from 
his mere, ſovereign good Pleaſure, wi thout Re- 
ſpect had to their Works. And this he confirms 
by a Text out of Malachi, Chap. i. 2, 3. I have 
Loved you, faith the LORD : Net ye ſay, where- 
in haſt thou Loved us? was not Eſau Jacobs 
Brother? ſaith the LORD : yet I loved Jacob, 
and I hated Eſau, --- 
| God's People here, ſeemed to be faithleſs a- 
bout his Love, or at leaſt ſunk into a Fit of 
Unbelief about its glorious Fruits. And there- 
fore to recover and ſtrengthen their Faith herein, 
the Lord puts them in Mind of what he had 
faid, and done for them. I have loved you, 
faith the LORD. And to ſhew the infinite Free- 
neſs of his Love towards them, and of all the 
Wondrous 


— 


| 11 1 

wondrous Grace he W beſtow'd upon wem he 
puts the Queſtion to them, a Queſtion that 
could not be anſwer' d in the Negative: Vas not 
Eſau Jacob's Brother ? He ſets their Thoughts 
on work about it: as if he ſhould fay, © Was 
« there any Difference between theſe two Bro- 
« thers, when both lay in the ſame Womb, and 


« had done neither Good nor Evil? Did not 


« Eſau ſtand as fair to be the Object of my Love, 
« as Facob? Might I not as well have choſen | 
« Eau, and rejected Jacob?“ And then, taking 
it for granted; he replies: Yet I hed Jacob, 
and 1 hated Eſau.---Oh this wondrous Yet How | 
doth he hereby lead their Faith up to the Spring- 
bead, the original Source of all his loving Kind- 
neſs towards them, as it lay in his everlaſting Love ! 
And how doth he hereby, commend, and ſet it 
off in its diſtinguiſbing Glory, as it was a Free, So- 
þ vereign Act of the good P eaſure of his Will to- 
wards them; in that it put ſuch an amazing 
Difference between two Gbjects, that were equal- 
ly in the ſame State! Oh this, Ter I loved Jacob! 
how often has God's free, diſtinguiſhing Love 
herein, to me, that was no better by Nature than 
others, melted my Soul down ! And doubtleſs 
it had a bleſſed Effet upon the Lord's People to 
whom it was firſt ſpoken, to ſtrengthen their 
Faith in his Love, and raiſe their Admiration at 
ts free, diſtinguiſhing Nature; That Jacob, 
ug they his Poſterity, the true Iſraelites, ſhould 
be_choſen, and ws of God with an everlaſting 

55 Love; . 
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Love; while Eſau, and his Poſterity, were re- 

jelked, and the People of his Wrath, againſt 
whom he has Indignation for ever And thus 

the Apoſtle applies this Text, or brings it for a 

Proof of God's eternal Election of ſome, and 
Rejection of others : As it is written, ſays he, 

« Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated.” | 
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And doubtleſs it was a ſufficient Proof hereof. 

And that he doth ſo apply it, both with reſped | 

to Jew and Gentile, the Ele&, and the reſt a- 

mong them, is evident by the ſucceeding Verſes. 

For, ver. 14. he anticipates an Objection that 
might be made by the Adverſaries of God's free 

Grace, whether Jews or Gentiles, againſt the 
Righteouſneſs of God ; that upon Suppoſition of 

W . God's chooſing ſome. to everlaſting Life, and 

\ leaving others to. periſh, that were in the ſame 

State with them; that then he was unrighteous, 
bl What ſhall we ſay then? ſaith the Apottle, Fs , 
" there Unrighteouſneſs with God ? And he firſt an- 
N ſwers it with God forbid : And then proceeds to 

H ſhew his Soverergnty, in the Deſignation, De- 

; | claration, and Diſpenſation of his Mercy. For 
* he ſaith to Moſes, I will have Mercy on whom I 

"8 wll have Mercy, and I will have Compaſſion on 

3 | whom I will have Compaſſion, So then (faith he) 

b | tit is not of him that willeth, (what is this It? 
1 Salvation, eternal Life, to which ſome were 
Wl! _ Choſen) nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

_ ſheweth Mercy, For the Scripture ſaith ' unto 
1 Pharaoh, Even for this ſame N oe T rat wi 
1 14 


131 
thee up, that T might ſhew my Power i in thee, and 
that my Name might be declared throughout . all the 
Earth, ver. 15, 16, 17. Upon which he con- 
cludes, Therefore hath he Mercy on whom be will 
have Mercy, and whom he will, be hardneth, 


Ver. 18. Then again he ſuppoſes another Cavil 


brought! in by the Enemies of God's Sovereignty, 
in the Diſpenſation of his Wrath and Mercy 
Thou wilt ſay then unto me, Why doth he then fad 
Fault ? For who hath reſiſted bi Will? Ver. 19. 
It is as if this Perſon ſhould ſay, Why then 
ee did he find Fault with Pharaoh, or doth he 
« find Fault with unbelieving, impenitent Sinners, 

« on account of their Sins, for which he puniſn- 
« eth them with Wrath ; ; if that Wrath and 


© Deſtruftion were as certain to them, for the 


* Declaration of God's Name, as Mercy and 
« Salvation were to others ? For who hath reſiſt- 
« ed his Vill? Who is any otherwiſe than God 


« Jyill have him be? Are not the moſt hardned 
Wretches, that die in their Sins, and periſh 


for ever, juſt ſuch, as God will have them be? 

Now Sir, who is this Caviller moſt like, a Pre- 
delinarian, or an Univerſalian ? And to whom 
doth the Cavil moſt properly belong ? But it is 
obſervable, that as the Cavil of this Caviller is a- 
gainſt the ſovereign Pleaſure of God's Will; ſo 
that being blinded by a bitter Prejudice againſt 


God's Fever Will, he preſently lays the Deſtruc- 


tion of thoſe that periſh at God's Door; and is 
not able to caſt one os to his revealed 4 l, 
95 Whic 


. 
which wou'd have anſwer'd his Cavil, and given 
him a good Reaſon, why the Judge of all, as the 
ſupreme Law-giver, finds Fault with thoſe that 
break his Law; and inflicts Puniſhment upon 
them for the ſame with the higheſt Equity. 
But inſtead of looking to the Breach of God's 
revealed Will, as the Cauſe of Men's Deſtruc- 
tion, he riſeth up in the Darkneſs and Rebellion 
of his Spirit againſt his ſecret Will, with a Why 
doth he then find Fault? For who hath reſiſted 
his Will? To which the Apoſtle anſwers, Nay 
but, O Man, who art thou that replieſt againſt 
God? ſhall the Thing formed ſay unto Him that 
formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus ? Hath not 
the Potter Poder over the Clay, of the ſame Lump 
fo make one Veſſel unto Honour, and another unto 
Diſhonour ? What if God willing to ſhew his 
Wrath, and to make his Power known, endured 
with much Long-ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath 
fitted to Deſtruction: And that he might make 
known the Riches of bis Glory on the Veſſels of 
Mercy, which he had afore prepared unto Glory ? 
Even us whom he ' hath called, not of the Jews 
only, but alſo of the Gentiles, Ver. 20, &c. Thus 
the Apoſtle brings up the Matter he had been 
diſcourſing on, the Election of ſome, and Re- 
jection of others, Inſtances whereof he had given 
in Jacob and Eſau, unto its proper Iſſue: The 
| Eternal Salvation of the Choſen, and the Deſtruction 
aof the ret. The one he ſtiles Veſſels of Wrath 
fitted to Deſtruction, and the other Veſſels of 
ns 5 1 
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leaving of the other to periſh eternally ? And that 


Tie) 


Mercy prepared unto Glory. Even us (ſays be) 


« whom he hath called, not of the Jeus only, but 
« alſo of the Gentiles.” And he reſolves the Cauſe 
of the Election of the Choſen, and Rejection of 
the reſt, which iſſues in fach a Difference of 
State, into God's Sovereign Will, 
How then Sir, can you think, that by God's 


loving of Facob, and bating of Eſau, is not meant 
his chooſing of the one to everlaſting Life, and 


abſolute unconditional Election cannot be found P 
in Holy Writ. As Dialogue, page 6, 7. 

Nor is this of Rom. ix. the only Place in Ho- 
ly Writ, where abſolute, unconditional Election 
is to be found. For Chap. xi. 5. 6. the Apoſtle 


aſſerts the ſame T hing. Even ſo then at this Jo 


preſent Time there is a Remnant according to the 


Election of Grace. And if by Grace, then is it 
no more of Works : otherwiſe Grace is no more 
Grace. But if it be of Works, then is it no more 


Grace: otberw: f Work 1s no more Work. And 


thus, Epbeſ. i. 3, 4, 5. he ſays, Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, wha 


hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in bea- 


venly Places i in Chrift : According as be hath cho- 


ſen us in Him before the Foundation of the World, 


that we ſhould be holy and without Blame before 
lim in Love: Having predeſtinated us unto the 


Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt to himſelf, | 
according to the good Pleaſure of his Will, From 


hence „Sir, I would obſerve, That God did 
| i 


i 


choſen us---that we 
Blame before him in Love: Not that he foreſaw 
we would be ſo previous to his Choice of us ; but 
that we /hould be ſo as a neceſſary Conſequent 
| thereupon. And 4. That God's chuſing his Peo- 


hence ap 
God laid for the Salvation of a certain Number 


actually elect or chuſe his People in Chriſt, unto 


Salvation, (and not, as you ſay, decree to elect or 


* 


chuſe all that ſhould believe) before the Founda- 


tion of the World : According as he hath choſen-- 
2. That this his Election was perſonal, of their 
individual Perſons : He hath choſen us. 3. That 
it was abſolute and unconditional, without reſpect 
had to their Works, or Faith foreſeen : He hath 
ſhould be holy and without 


ple to eternal Life, was merely a ſovereign AF, 


from the good Pleaſure of his Will: according 


to the good Pleaſure cf his Will. Election from 


pears, to have been the Foundation which 


of Mankind; It was the Foundation of their 


ED 7 05 Relation to himſelf, as his adopted Chil- 


ren, and of that vaſt Inheritance which was ſet- 


tled upon them in Chriſt, as ſuch, before the 
Foundation of the World. 


It was antecedent to 
their being bleſſed in him with all ſpiritual Bleſ- - 
ſings, (and ſo Faith among the reſt) with all 


Grace and all Glory, in the Settlement. before 
Time began. And from hence, all ſpiritual 


Bleſſings are /ecur'd-to the Choſen of God, and 


ſhall be communicated to them thro' Time, and 


to Eternity; to the endleſs Praiſe of his glo- 


tious Grace, which moſt radiantly ſhines herein! 


was 
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It 1 been the Judgment of ſome great Men 
of God, that Election was out of the pure Maſi: 
or, that when. the whole Race of Mankind lay 
before God in his vaſt Mind from Eternity, in 
the Lump of Creatureſhip, that then he, ſet his 
Heart upon a certain Number of them in Chriſt, 
and choſe them for Himſelf, to the Praiſe of his | 
Grace, or to be unto his own Praiſe, in a peculiar 
Manner, from the Reſt. And for Proof they 
bring the Election of Chriſt; that as the Head ö 
was choſen Pure, ſo were the Members; and 
the Election of - Angels, who muſt be. choſen 
Pure, - fince they never fell... And to this they 
| apply, Rom. ix. 11, Ce. and think that to ts 
an Emblem of this : It was ſaid unto Rebecca, 
before the Children were yet born, or had done any. 
Good, or Evil ; the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger. 
And alſo, Ver. 21. Hath not the Potter Power 
over the Clay, of the ſame Lump to make one Veſſel | 
unto Honour, and another unto Diſhonour ? Not 
of broken Pots, to mend ſome, and daſh others 
to pieces; but of the fame Lump of unfaſhion d 
Clay, to make ſome Veſſels to a more noble, 
and others to a more ignoble Uſe. And theſe, 
take Reprobation, in its firſt and primary Con- 
ſideration, to be no more than a mere Negative, 
or God's not chuſing of the Reſt; which was 


the natural and neceſſary Conſequent of Election. 


80 that Election, according to them, was God's 
chuſing of ſome in Chriſt, as an Head of Grace, 
unto eternal Glory; and Reprobation, his 


9 = ik 


ED 1 
; leaving of others, | juſt whete he fouhd thein, 
vi. in the pure Stite of Creatureſhip ; or, that 
the one was God's ſetting apart ſome, for a facred 
Uſe, to be his Children by Grace, to the peculiar 
Glory of his great Name, and of others, for a 
common Uſe, as his Creatutes, to the common 
| and general Diſplay thereof. © Thus Mr. Bunyan: 
| fays, Election Was neithef an Act of Mercy, 
fer Reptobatioti of Juſtice : But both of mete 
a Sovereighty.” ” - Becauſe, as he took it, neither 
the one did preſuppoſe the Creature miſerable, 
nor the other, guilty. And fo theſs, when the 
| Reprobates are ftiled Veſſels of Diſhonour, and 
ſaid to be hated, take it in a comparative, and 
not in a poſitive Senſe: That they were ſet apart 
as Creatures for a lower End, than the Veſſels of 
{ Honour, and accordingly leſs loved. This they | 
| take to be Blection, and Reprobation in their wn 
* firſt and primary Conſideration. W. 
And that then, the more to diſplay the ” 
finite Glory of- the Divine Being, in a Way of 
|. ſpecial Grace and Merey to the Elected; and of 
| common Goodneſs and Forbearance to the Re- 
jected ; and alſo, for the Abuſe of the ſame, of 
ſtrict Juſtice and righteous Wrath towards chem, 
The Fall was permiſſively decreed, or permitted 
in God's Decree, And that hereupon, when all 
Mankind were foreview'd by God, as equally 
uilty of Adam's firſt Sin, and in the Guilt, 
| Filth, and Power of their own perſonal Depravi- 
| o of Nators, and actual Tranſgreſſions, being 
® | 3 all 


| 1 J 

all loſt and utterly undone; that then, thoſe 
hd were ordain'd for the higheſt Diſplay of the 
Divine Glory, as the + 4662 Children * God, 
the everlaſting Enjoyment of him as the Cod 
+ Grace, were appointed to obtain Salvation 
thro Chriſt crucify d, thro' Sanctification of the 
Spirit, and Belief of the Truth. And that then, ; 
and not tillthen, thoſe who as Creatures, were 
ordainyd for the more inferior Diſplay of the Di- 
vine Glory, in their Creation and Preſervation, 
were, * their Abuſe of common; Mercies, and 
eſpecially for their Contempt of Chriſt and the 
Goſpel, in their final Impenitence and Unbelief, 
r unto Wrath: or made Veſſels of 
Wrath, as others, Veſſels of Mercy, This is 

the adgment of ſome: And that neither the 
ee of Election, nor of Reprobation, in the 
all Latitude thereof, was .compleat, - without 
the ſecondary: Conſideration. which belongs to 
each. And they think this juſtifiable from God's 
Word; In 5 the Elected,, and Rejected. are 


aud then Veſſels of Mercy, and Veſſels of 
Wrath. | 
Others ties are, Sie. that think Election was 

out of the Corrupt-Maſs. . That the Creation of 
all Men, for the Glory of God, was firſt or- 
dain'd, and the Fall permitted, for the further, 
and more various Diſplay thereof. And that 
when God foreview'd all. Men under the Ruins 
of the Fall, utterly undone, he then by a ſo- 

| 5 2 2 vereign 

f | 


firſt ſtiled Veſſels of Honour, and of Diſhonour, | 
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vereign Act of his Free Grace, and Nich Mercy, 
did chuſe a certain Number of miſerable Men 
unto eternal Life, thro' his Son's Death, and all 
the appointed Means to that End. And that then 
likewiſe, the ſovereign Lord of All, did leave 
the Reſt to periſh, in that State of Sin and 
Miſery which they had brought upon them-- 
ſelves,” and righteouſly bind them 6ver to eter- 
nal Vengeance, or appoint them to that Wrath, 
which all their Sins, foreview'd, had deſerv'd. 

Now Sir, Which of theſe you will like beſt, 
I know not: Both agree in this, that Election is 
a Sovereign Act of God's good Pleaſure towards 
his Choſen, without any foreſeen Goodneſs in 
them. And lkewiſe? that Reprobation i is a So. 
vereign Af of God's moſt holy, righteous Will, 
leaving the Reft in the ſame common Condition, 
from whence he ook his Choſen. - And in this 
alſo, both are agreed: That Reprobation, as 
8 confider'd an appointing unto Wrath, was only 
on Account of Sin ' foreview d. But to um 
on: e 

Election, Ablolute, Une sodädca Election, is 
moſt certainly 4 Dobrrine of the Bible: And 1 
think may appear ſo to be from the Texts fore- 
quoted. And therefore, well would it have 
been for you, Sir, if you had been more ſparing, 
in ſaying, It is a Doctrine from Hell, of De- 
&« vis, and an borrible Decree.” For great is 
your Guilt herein. You ſeem in chi, to be as 


gee an Enemy to the Freeneſs and Sovereignty 
of 


5 
of Salvation- Grace, if not a greater, than ever 
roſe up. And tho from the Enmity of your 
carnal M ind, you make Oppoſition to it as long 
as you may; yet you muſt be ſaved by this 
Grace at laſt, or periſh forever. Is it not hard 
then, for you to kick againſt the Pricks? to 
blaſpheme that Grace, by which alone you can 
be ſaved? And ſuch Blaſphemies are uttered a- 

gainſt it, in your Sermon of Free-Grace, that 
makes one ſhudder, that I think were never before 
heard, and that one could not hear worſe, if 
one deſcended into the bottomleſs Pit, where 
Enmity and Rage are at the utmoſt Height. 
Sure I am, that you have greatly ſinned in this: 
And if ever you come to Heaven, you'll admire 
the unſearchable Riches of that Grace, which 
brought you thither, that have been ſuch an ex- 
' ceeding great Sinner againſt it! Oh Sir, there is 


nothing can ſave you from the Oppoſition you... {| 
make to God's Free-Grace, but its own infinite, ; 


eternal, abſolute and unchangeable Nature If 
your Help i is not here, you are gone forever! If 
your Salvation don't ſtand, (the Thing itſelf I 
mean, not your Hope of it, for at preſent your 
Hope may be falſly placed; but if your Salva- 


tion don't ſtand) upon God's abſolute Grace with- . 


out you, but upon your own inherent Goodneſs ; 
your own Will; there is no Salvation for you: 


For it is not of n that willeth. 


Are you willing to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt 8 


How came a0 by your Wiüngneß was it of 
tl L 533 yourſelf, 


yourſelf, orof God? If you ſay, “ Of God; he 


ing the Power given you of God in common 
with All, that made 
Diſobedient, and makes Salvation yours, While 
they periſh. God did no more for you, than he 
did for them: They might have believ'd unto 
Life if they would; you had no more Power 
given you of God than they; but it was your 


minable Ia0l, proud SELF. 
would be of Yorks: And by that Law, boaſting 


for his Salvation, than for the damned in Hell: 
It was himſelf, his own Will, his own Legs that 


_ contrary, God did as much for thoſe in Hell, 
for their Salvation, as for him in Hennen: It was 
nothing but his ow? _ 1 that made him happy. : 


11 


c gave me a Power to Wil, and ſo he has given 
« every Man if he'll exert it.” | I reply: Then 
your willing to be ſaved, is -of God remotely, 
but not immediately. It was yourſelf, by exert- 


yourſelf to differ from the 


own Exertion of the Power given you, your 
own mere Motion, in willing to be ſaved, that 
put the Difference. Then no Thanks to the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth for your 
Salvation; but to your own Arm, to that abo- 


Oh Sir, if Salvation was of was ir wilheth, It 


cannot be excluded. A ſaved Soul would then 
have no reaſon to praiſe God's di iflinguiſhing 
Grace in his Salvation, but his own diftinguiſh-' 
ing Mind, that made it his. God did no more 


brought him to Heaven ; and he m ight as well 
have run into Hell, for any Thing God did to the 


A | Then 


—_ 
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Then is not the Man, his own Will * 0Wn 


Goodneſs, his own Saviour? But as ſelf, and 
Self- goodneſs, are not the Saviour of God's pro- 
— 5g the Rock, the Foundation he has laid in 
Zion; whoever ventures bere, if he had a thou- 
ſand Souls, he'd loſe them. 
The Salvation of God in Chriſt, is to him 
that willeth , becauſe it's promis'd to Believers: 
But it is not of him that willeth, as if the Crea- 
ture's Will were from itſelf, or that by any 
Worth or Efficacy thereof, Salvation was ph 
ſure to it. Salvation is to him that willeth, 
that willeth to be ſaved in God's Jay : But it is 
not of his Will therein, It is not his Mill, his 
Faith, as an AF of his, that faves him: But the 
Object that his Faith lays hold of. His Faith is 
not the Cauſe of his Salvation, but the Means of 
receiving it. And it is ſuch a Means too, that 
is given him by God's ſpecial Grace, and 
wrought in him by 
ſo his Salvation to Faith, and thro' it, being all 
of God, is not of him that willeth : No, ho he 
Will to be faved in Gods Way. Much leſs is 
Salvation of him that willeth to be ſaved in his 
 ewn Way, by his own Will: God has promis d 
it to no ſuch Perſon, nor can ſuch an one by 
his own Arm obtain it. But all that obtain Sal- 
vation, . muſt be ſaved by God's eternal, free, 
ſovereign Grace, and not et their own Free- 


Will. 


But further, Sir, as to your Dialogue, Mic 


his Almighty Power, And 1 


in] 5 
If there are any Expreſſions recited therein, 
any that hold the Doctrine of Predeſtination; | 
that are not ſo apt and unexceptionable as might 
be wiſh'd; this is no Argument againſt the 
Truth of it. If it is a Doctrine of God's Word, 
as moſt certainly it is, and can never be raz'd 


* 
a+ . gwen 


k f you had humbly ſought God for more Light, 
and apter Expreſſions to ſet forth this ſacred 


may be dropt by any concerning it: If he proves, 
and defends his Doctrine from the Word of 
God, it is ſufficient. Aud thus the Doctrine of 


TI Predeſtination, or of God's predeſtinating Per- 


is defenſible. 


in Chriſt unto eternal Life, the End, Salvation, 

Is not to be conſider'd, without his decreeing the 
' Means: to that End, viz. Sanctification of the 
| Spirit and Belief of the Truth. So neither is his 


ſider'd without his Decree of the Means to this 


End, biz. Sin, final Impenitency, and Un- 
1 belief: As has been already hinted. No Man 


Creature, but as à Sinner, a Sinner foreui eu d. 
So that his Ordination to Puniſhment, muſt 
needs be Righteous, it ng Ip, a Fault 22 
| ſerving of the e wt 


1 Truth by. No Perſon that holds any Doctrine, is 
oblig dto defend all the unſuitable Expreſſions that 


As God's Ordaining a certain Number of Men 


4 Tout of the Bible; well wou'd it have been, if 


ſeons to Life and Death, has been en and * 


— 


| Foreappointing the Reſt unto Wrath, to be con- 


was fore-ordained to Damnation, merely as a 


"5 
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It is true, the Decree of God is converſant a- 
bout Sin; Sin could never have come into the 
World, if God had not decreed it. It is ſaid of 
that great, that particular Sin, of killing the 
Prince of Life, That Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the People of Iſrael were 
gathered together, to do whatever God's Hand and 
his Counſel determined before to be done, Acts iv. 
27, 28, Which will juſtify the Expreflion, 
That God decreed Sin. Yet is not God hereby, 
the Author of Sin. He is the Author of his own 
Decree concerning it, but not of the Action de- 
creed. The Decree of Sin is permiſſive, not 
effective. It puts no Evil into the Will of the 
Creature, it doth not in the leaſt byaſ5, or incline: 
it to Evil. This is contrary to the Holineſs of 
God's Nature, who is Light without Darkneſs, 
| who cannot be tempted with Evil, nor tempteth - 
any Man. But the Decree of Sin, only leaves 
the Creature to the Freedom of its own. Will, 
having a Power in itſelf to refuſe it, and a 
Liableneſs to chuſe it, if preventing Grace was 
not conſtantly beſtow'd ; which God was 
in no wiſe oblig'd to give. God ſet Man up 
at firſt upon his own Legs, and bid him ſtand 
upright; and he was in no wiſe oblig'd 
to prevent his Fall, by future auxiliary 
Supplies; becauſe he had then a Fulneſs of 
Power in himſelf to ſtand if he would. Sin 
could never have entred into him, but by his 
own Ad in opening the Doors to it. And . 
o a the 
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the Decree of: God, did not influence the Will 
of Man to the Action of Sin, but merely leave 
it to its own Freedom ; ſo Adam, and all Men 
in him, ſinn'd as freely, as if there had been no 
Decree of God paſs'd concerning it. As Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, &c, ated as freely in cruci- 
_ fying our Lord, as if God had not determined it. 
They did not do it in the View of God's Decree, 
nor under any Byaſs of Will therefrom ; but 
from their own Juclination, under the Influence of 
the Devil. And fo it was nat Gad, but They 
that were the Authors of this wicked Action: 
It was their Hands that. perpetrated the horrid 
Crime, and wicked exceedingly they were here- 
in: Whence it is Juſtly berg d upon them, 
Alis ii. 235 
Now as this was the Caſe of all Men in the 
F all, as they were all foreview'd Sinners, guilty, 
filthy, and deſerving of Death ; would it have 
been an unrighteous Thing in God, to have ap- 
pointed them All to 2 d Wrath, as he did 
the Angels that ſinned? or was it an unrighteous 
Thing, that God ſhould int any to Wrath, 
—_ all had deſerv'd it ? If he would be graci- 
ous to a few, in appointing them to Salvation, 
merely from his own good Pleaſure, and not 
. any foreſeen Goodneſs in them, or Motive 
from them; and to bring them to Salvation, re- 
ſolve to do all for them, who could do nothing 
at all for themſelves in this Regard: Might not 


the ſovereign Lord of his Options, and of his 
own 


Ul 
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own Grace too, do what he would with his own ? 
Are any ſaved ? It is God, not they, his Free- 
Grace, and not their Free- Will, that is the 
Cauſe of their Salvation. Are any damned ? It 
is themſelves, their own Sin, and not God, and 
his Decree; that is the Cauſe of their Damnation. 
And where now are the Horrors of God's De- 
cree of Predeſtination, either to Life or Death? 
Since the one is his Free-Giſt, and the other the 
juſt Wages of Sin? But to come to, | 
Particular Redemption. This follows upon 

Election, and is commenſurate with it. God 
| having choſen a Remnant in Chriſt unto eternal 
Life; they were choſen to Lyfe, as confider'd 
Sinners, thro' his Death, as the Means to that 
| End. The Holineſs and Juſtice of God's Na- 
ture, and his facred Truth in his righteous 
Law, made Death neceſſary to the Sinner. And 
God having from his great Love, reſolv'd to ſave 
a certain Number of fallen Men, his infinite 


| I Wiſdom and Grace found for them a Ranſom. 


He found for them his own Son, to die for them 
that they might live. He ſubſtituted him in 
their Room. He call'd him to bear their Sin, 
to be made their Curſe, to endure their Hell, to 
obey and ſuffer, to live and die, and riſe again 
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the Father call'd him to for their Salvation. He 
engag'd for them, as their Surety in the ever- 
laſting Covenant, the Covenant of Redemption, 
between his Father and him, to take their. Na- 
ture and Law-place, their Sin and Wrath upon 
himſelf, to obey, die, and riſe for them. in 
their Stead; to fave them from Sin myſtical 
in himſelf, by his own infinite Merit, and per- 

ſonally in themſelves, by his Holy Spirit ; and 
hereupon, to bring them all ſafe to Glory, and 
preſent them faultleſs before his Father's Face, 
with a here am I, and the Children which God 
hath given me, Thus ſweetly, in infinite Grace, 
the gaod Shepherd engaged to fave the Sheep | 
which his Father gave him, As Judah engag'd 
for Benjamin, to his Father Jacob: I will be 
Surety for him; of my Hand ſhalt thou require 
him: If 1 bring . not again unto thee, and ſet 


bim before thee, then let me bear the Blame for 


ever, Gen. «li. 

If all Men that ſinned, 3 been ordained 
unto Life, Chriſt muſt have been ſubſtituted in 
their Stead, and dy'd for them all in their Room. 
But as many of them were left under their own 
Sin, and appointed to bear that Wrath which 
| their Sin deſerv'd ; there was no need that Chriſt 

ſhould bear their Sin, and endure that Wrath which 
was due to them for it. And had he done ſo; 
it wou'd have been impoſſible that any one of 
them ſhould -periſh. For ſuch is the ſtrict 
A and Faith fulneſs of God, that be will 
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not; cannot Charge Sin upon Chriſt and the. 
Sinner too. 

The Father call'd for Chriſt's fight: Bond. *5 
and Chriſt gave it, to pay all the Debts of all 
the Sinners that ever ſhall be ſaved. Their 
Names were not entred into the Bond with his 7 
but he ſtood alone, as their Sponſor in the En- 


gagement. The Father - would truſt. none of 


them for Satisfaction to his Juſtice, but took 
the ſingle Word, the ſingle Bond of his own 
mighty 8 ON, for the Payment of all that vaſt, 5 
that amazing Sum they ow'd him. | 

And therefore . the Day of 8 
came, it was a righteous Thing with God, le- 
gally to charge all the Guilt of all thoſe guilty 
Ones, for whom the Son of God was to die a 
Sacrifice, upon him the innocent, the ſpotleſs 
Lamb; and to demand and take Satisfaction at 
his Hands, becauſe he had engag d for them. 

And when this was done, it would not be Fe 
righteous Thing with God, to charge their Sins 
again upon them, nor to exact the Debt of Suf- _ 
tering due for the ſame, from them the princi- 
pal Debtors, which had been once fully paid for 
them by their Surety Chriſt. : No; ſuch is the 
Juſtice and Faithfulneſs of God, that Chriſt's 
full Payment muſt needs be the Sinner's full 
Diſcharge for whom it was given. Thoſe for 
whom the Son of God was facrific'd; he muſt 
needs be to them the Paſſover Lamb: His 
57785 muſt be their Life, The deſtroying An- 


gel, 
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gel, wenging Juſtice, arm'd with the Law's 
Curſe, cannot ſmite one Soul that is under the 


Blood of Chriſt, No; When I ſee the Blood, 


favs the Lord, I will paſs over you.” And bleſ- 


ſed be God, he has done it, forever done it, he 


will do it, forever do it, for every Soul for 


whom the Blood of Chriſt Was ſhed, and to 
whom it ſhall be apply d. 


And as it would not have been a nenen 
Thing to Chriſt, if God the Father had charg'd 


the Sins of any other Sinners upon him, and 


took Satisfaction fot them, than thoſe, for whom 


he engag'd ; fo neither, had he done it, would 


it be a tiphteous Thing either to him or them, 


to charge the Debt again, when full Satisfaction 


had been given. How can it be conſiſtent with 


the Juſtice of God, to puniſn thoſe Sinners in 
Hell for ever, fot the Non-payment of that in 


their own Perſons, which was paid for them 


long ſince by the Saviour in their Stead ? © 


This, Sir, is an unanſwerable Argument 
againſt univerſal Redemption; and as great an 


Univerſaliſt as you are, you grant the Thing; 
that Satisfaction for Sin cannot be demanded, 


2 taken twice; though you are far from 


anting the juſt e thereof, that there- 


bre aniverſal Redemption cannot be true. In 
your Hymns on God's everlaſting Love, vou 


aſſert univerſal Redemption in the ſtrongeſt 


Terms; but, contradictory enough to it, in one 
Place ay, | 


* * 


This 
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ER 

This laſt, - and every Sin of mine, 

Did he not in his ear ft 

Was it not * Wen with Blood divine? 
Behold the Bond hangs cancel d there! 

»Tis naib'd to the accurſed n 

11 blotted out with J E 8 U's Blood. 


j The Sim on him which was not laid, 
For which he hath not ſatisfy d, 
1 Pugiſh it, Father, on my Head, 
Here let it with thy Wrath abide; 
But if he paid my utmoſt Pan 
| Thou canſt not * = . again. We 7. 


Now, Sir, 11 it be as you. lay: in the Verſe 
before theſe; that Chriſt was made an Offering, 
a perfect one, for all the Sins of all Mankind; 
that he reſign'd his precious Life for all, and 
paid for all a bleeding Ranſom. How can God 
Ithe Father let the Sin of any one Sinner, with 
his Wrath for it, abide for ever on the Sinner's 


Head, for whom the Saviour has ſatisfy d? If 


Chriſt did bear the Sinner's utmoſt Pain, how is 
it poſſible that God the Father ſhould aſk the 
Debt again? You yourſelf,” Sir, fay he cannot : 
Thou canſt not aſk the Debt again. 
Then Sir, by your own Conceſſions, you are 
brought into this Dilemma: Vou muſt either 
grant, that Chriſt did not bear the Sins of all 
Men, die, and ſatisfy for them; or, that if he 
wh, um Men mall * be ſaved: Ne 
from 
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from hence you muſt grant, either, that 


Debt again of the Sinner for whom 1 the Saviour 


you come out into the conſiſtent Light of Truth! 
or abide ſtill in the Darkneſs and Error of your 


own Spirit, which has ſuch; mim Difhcul 
ties attending it? 


Darkneſs of our: Minds, under Sin's; and Satan's 


Voice, to the Priſoners, Go forth; to them 


his Almighty Energy, don't command the Light 


1 glorious Rays. ſhining in upon our Minds, we 


hall ſtill abide 1 in the — and Error of our 
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ral Redemption, the Redemption of all, 15 5 
true; or, that , Paper Deſtruction, the De- 
ſtruction of any, is falſe ; ſince, as the Truth 
is, and as you grant, that God cannot aſk the 


paid it. 
Now Sir, which Way will you take? Will 


When I. ſay, Will you come out into the 
Light ? I don't think that you have Power in 
yourſelf to come out at your own Pleaſure, from 
your own mere Motion. No: Such is the 


Influence; that it holds us faſt, et? in a. cloſe 
Dungeon, if God, by an all⸗efficacious Voice, 
don't call us out of Darkneſs, into his marvellous 
Light; (in after Illuminations, as well as the 
firſt). if Chriſt doth not ſay, by an authoritative 


that ate in Darkneſs ſhew yourſelves; and if the 
Holy Spirit, from the Father and the Son, by 


to ſhine out of Darkneſs; if he don't open the 
Priſon-Doors, and bring us out into the glorious 
Liberty and Light of Truth, under its og 
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1 
- own Spitits. Thus there, muſt be much done 
for us by God, Father, Son, and Spirit, to 
bring us out of Darkneks, total Darkneſs, into 
the Light of — at firſt ; 1 to bring us out 
f partial Darkne ls, into every further ee of 
Light afterwards. | And yet rw.) are 
not in vain; we ought to exhort, to call, to 
invite one another to come out of Darkneſs; ; and 
God often blefſeth the Exhortation, and works 
hereby upon us according to our rational Na- 
ture: And ſo we come out of Darkneſs into 
Light; not againſt our Will, not by a Force 

put upon the Fe but by a ſweet Power, 
that diſchargeth the PG of its Darkneſs and 
Bondage, and ſets it free to chuſe the Light, 
while the 1 thereof is diſplay d before 
it. It is an irreſiſtible Power that brings us out, 
elſe ſhould we never come forth at all: And 
yet we are not conſtrain d ſo to do againſt our 
Will; but our Will is ſweetly allur'd hereto 
from the higheſt Reaſon ; and ſo we come forth 
freely into the Light of Truth, when once it's 
ſelf-evident to. our Minds : It is our own Act 
and Deed, tho under God's Influence; it's we 
that come, and God that brings us; and by 
the Way, may not this ſerve to anſwer that 
Query, 
Query. How, Sinners can ſincerely, and wich- 
out Mockery, be commanded of God, and 
thereupon l ** Men, to believe on chen 
oh * or 
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for Life, if they have no Power, in wt of theth: 
ſelves, to do 91 is requit d? 

The Command ſpeaks the Senſe of the Law: 
the Creator's Right, and the Ctektiite's Duty; ; 
but doth not ſuppoſe any Power in itſelf to do 
what God commands; but the Thing com- 
manded being rational, 'God will have it laid be- 
fore his rational Creature, for his rational Pow- 
ers to act rationally towards it; while the Soul, 
having ſinn'd away that natural Strength it hal 


in Adam, and being at preſent devoid of ſuper- 
natural Strength 15771 hriſt, has no Power in 


my to do what God commands ; but the con- 

And if ever it doth what God requires, 
it 1 5 be by Power ſuperinduc'd from on high; 
and yet, commanded and exhorted ſo to do, it 
' muſt be; God will have it fo, often blefleth the 
Exhortation, and worketh upon its rational 
a” by it, But to return from theſe  Digrets 

DR”: - 

Will you now, Sir, be for bofrllnl- Re- 
demption, or for general! ? If you ſay, for the 
latter, I muſt leave you to the Lord, who 
openeth the Eyes of the Blind; and oh, that he 
would open yours to ſee the former! which is a 
Truth that ſhines as clear as the Sun: If 6 Once 
it you object, 
Object. Particular Redemption cannot be true, 
bean in God's Word, Redemption is expreſt 
in general Terms; it is fild, that Chrift is the 
Propi tration * the Sins of the "whole World, 

| | x John 
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1 John ii. e. that he gave himſelf g Ranjor for 
all, 1 Tim. 4h, 6. and that be taſted Death for 
(us Man; Heb. Ii. 9. 9. Lanſwer, N. 


Anf. Redemption, in God's Word, is not 
aue. expreſt in general Terms; and chat it is 
ever ſo expreſt, doth not prove, the general Re- 
— ption of all Men, but the particular Re- 
Front of ſome Men out of all ; or, that there 
are ſome Men-redeem'd out of every Nation and 
Kingdom, all the World over. 

When the Redemption of Sinners is ſpoken 
of tr operly, - it is reſtrain'd to ſome, and not ex- 
tended to all. Thus it's ſaid, The Son of Man 
came to give his Life a Ranſom for many, 
Mat. xx. 28. For many; not for all, And 
that Jeſus dy d, not for the Nation of the Jews 
only, but 4 that be might gather together in one- 
the » Chi laren of God that were ſeatter'd abroad, 

lin xi, — It was for the Children of God 
that Jeſus d i'd, not for thoſe only among the 
Nation of the Jews, (for there were fome among 
| that Nation that were not the Children of God; 
as ſaith the Apoſtle, © Neither becauſe they are 
the Seed of Abraham, are they all Children,) 
but thoſe alſo that were ſcatter d abroad among 
all the Gentile Nations upon the Face of the 
Earth. It was for the Children of God that 
Jeſus dy d, that were ſcatter d abroad among all 
Nations; and not for every individual Perſon of 
thoſe Nations among whom they were ſcatter'd. 
* ns Jeſus himſelf lays Tam tbe good 150 | 

er 
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herd, and know my Sheep, and am hiovwn of * 
as the Father knoweth me, even ſ0 know I the Fits 
ther; and I lay down my Life for the - Ah: 
John x. 14, 15. It was for the Sheep 
the Goats, that Chriſt laid down wi Life + Ie 
was for the Sheep which his Father gave him, 
to be redeemed by him, and finally ſaved; and 
not for the Goats, that ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. 
As the Father knew Chriſt: to be a reſponſible 
' Perſon, that was infinitely able and faithful to 
fulfil all his Engagements to ſave the Sheep; 
and truſting him hereupon, ſav'd all the Old 
Teſtament Saints before he had made the Pay- 
ment of their Debts: 80 Chriſt knew the Fa- 
ther, that he was infinitely able and faithful to 
fulfil his Engagement, to give bim his Seed, 
the Travail of his Soul; oy hereupon he truſted 
the Father with the mighty Price of his Blood; 
which he paid at the appointed Time, for that 
innumerable Multitude of Souls, which were to 
be ſaved from the Beginning of the New Teſta- 
i ment Diſpenſation, to the final Conſummation 
of all Things. He knew the Father would 
Ui give him the Purchaſe of his Blood; every Soul 
tk fot whom he dy'd : That he would not ſuffer 
him to pour out his Soul unto Death in vain; to 
bde at ſuch a vaſt Expence, in laying down his 
I Life for the Sheep, and when it was done, let 
bl them periſh, As the Father knoweth me, faith 
be, even /o know I the Father; and I lay down 
1 Life for the Sheep + I truſt him ä 
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Blood, that he'll give me every individual Soul 
for whom .it was ſhed ; that upon my dying for 
them, I ſhall have them all to live with me in 
Glory for ever. Thus it was for his Sheep, and 
none but thoſe, that the good Shepherd laid 
down his Life: And, to mention no more, it 
was for the many Sons which ſhall be brought 
to. Glory, that the Captain of their Salvation 
dy'd; or, (as a Captain of Salvation, to bring 
them to Glory) was made perfect thro' Suffer- 

ings, Heb ii. 10. Chriſt by his Death was 
perfectly accompliſh'd as the Captain of Salva- 
tion, to bring all thoſe Sons to Glory for whom 
he dy'd : As their being brought thither, was 
the very De/gn of his Death; ſo this, notwith- 
ſtanding all Oppoſition, ſhall be the bleſſed Fruit 
of it. 3 


O what a vain Thing it is, to talk of Chriſt's _ 


dying for thoſe who are not brought to Glory, 
but fink into everlaſting Miſery with the Devils? 


And what a Diſhonour doth it caſt upon the - 


Captain of Salvation, as if he was not mighty 
to fave? Chriſt is ſuch a glorious Leader, that 
none under the Banner of his dying Love, can 
poſſibly fall ſhort of endleſs Life ! This Captain 
of Salvation went into the Field of Battle, to 
fight fingle-handed with all the Powers of DNark- 
neſs, to reſcue. all thoſe which his Father gave 
him, to be brought to Glory, out of the Hands 
of all their Enemies. He won the Vitory, took. 
the Spoil, trampled down the Powers f Dark-, 
c 


God's Right Hand? Who ſhall ſeparate them 
_ from the Love of God in Chriſt ? Who ſhall lay 
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neſs, led Captivity captive, triumphing over 
them in it. He in his mighty Love, by the 


Merit of his Death, and the Power of his Re- 


ſurrection, brought away, his ranſom'd ones, 
from out of their Enemies Hands, with amazing 
Triumph! He had them all m yſtically in him 


ſelf when he roſe, and carry dem up to Heaven 


with him, and there they fit in him ! They 
were rais d up together with him, and ſit toge- 
ther in heavenly Places in Chriſt: They don't 
all yet ſit with "him H e y in Heaven; but 
they all, even all th whom he dy d, roſe, 
aſcended, and fit together my/ically in him, as 
their Repreſentative. | Thus the Captain of Sal- 
vation brought his ranſom'd ones from Hell to 


Heaven, from Hell in Deſert, unto Heaven i in 


Poſleflion, myſtically in himſelf | - 
And who, or what ſhall pluck them Som. 


any Thing to the Charge of God's E/e#? It is 


God that juſtifies. Wis ſhall condemn them ? 
It i Chrit that died, yea, rather, that is riſen 


again, who is even at the Right Hand of God, 
who alſo maketh Interceſſion for them. 
And a as our mighty Lord, the Captain of Sal- 


2 brought is ranſom'd Ones to Glory 


in himſelf; will he not alſo bring them 


thither Erin ſeeing he is able to fave them 


to the-nttermoſt, and ever liveth to make Inter- 
ee them, till * laſt Soul is n 4 7 
ac 


} 
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What ſhall Hinder Chriſt's Redeemed from be- 
ing ſaved? Was not his Sacrifice ſufficient to 
expiate all their Guilt ? Ves verily; © for by 
one Offering he -hath perfected for ever them 
that are ſanctify d: He fo perfefed them that 


4 


were ſanctify d in his Death, that he left not a 
Spot of Sin, upon them; and he did it for ever - 
He did not perfe& them by his Death, and then 
leave them to become unperfect again, to be- 
come guilty and filthy, and die in their Sins af- 
terwards, No; as he bore all the Sins of all 
thoſe for whom he dy d, even all the Sins that 
ever they were, or ſhould be guilty of, their 
original, and actual Sin, even all their actual 
dins from their Birth to their Death: So by his 
one great Sacrifice, he expiated all their Guilt, 
he put away all their Sin, and for ever made an 
End of it l So that the Way to Heaven is clear 
in this Regard, for all Chriſt's Redeemed. What 
then ſhall hinder their coming thither? Is it 
| becauſe he is not able to bring them thither ? 
becauſe they will not ſuffer him ſo to do? No, 
no; Their Redeemer is /frong, he will 
throughly plead their Cauſe, ” He hath given 
them a Right to endleſs Life, by the infinite 
Merit of his own-Death ; and he'll ſave them to 
the Enjoyment of it, by the Power of his Life 
for them at God's Right Hand; maugre all Op- 
pofition, in ſpite of all their Enemies. His 
boundleſs Love, in which he once dy d for them, 

to give them a Right to Glory, is ſtill as great 
A C4 towards 
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towards them now as ever, to 1580 them the 
Enjcyment of it: And having engag d ſo to do, 
both his Love and Faithfulneſs employ his 
Power on their Side. And he hath an Arm like 


God, yea, the Arm of God, the Omnipotence of 
Fehovah | Who then can withſtand him ? Who 
ſhall hinder his ranſom'd Ones from poſſeſſing 


dhe Glory purchas'd for them by his Blood? I} 
Shall Satan hinder? No; he'll bind him at 
| Pleaſure, and caſt him out of their Souls. Shall 


Sin, their own Unwillingneſs to be ſaved by him 
hinder 3 No; Th ey ſhall be willing in the Day 


of his Power. Shall the World hinder? No; 


he has overcome the World for them, and will 
overcome it in and by them. They ſhall be more 


than Conquerors over all their Enemies, through 
him that has ved them. The Gates of Hell 


ſhall not prevail againſt them : Iniquity ſhall not 


be their Ruin: The Powers and Principalities 


of this World, with all their Frowns and Smiles, 


nor whatever elſe they meet with in the World, ; 
either preſent or to come, ſhall be able to ſeparate 


them from the Love of God in Chriſt Telus So 
throughly will their frong Redeemer plead their 
Cauſe, that he'll fave them from the Oppreſſion 
of all their Foes ! Thus ſurely will the Captain 
of their Salvation, clear the Way of every Ene- 


my, and bring them up triumphantly thro? all, 


under the Banner of his dying Love, unto endleſs 
Glory with him: How mighty then is the Re- 


deemer, how gloric ous" "the Leader, 'which God 


hath 


Far} 


kath - given. to his People! But to return: 

Thus it is evident, That when the Redemp- 
tion of Sinners is ſpoken of properly, it is re- 
ſtrain d to ſome, to many; to the Children of 
God, to the Sheep of Chriſt, 'to the Sons, 'to be 
brought to Glory; and is not, extended to All 
Men. And when it is mention'd in general 
Terms, the Univerſality of the Terms, doth not 
in the leaſt contradict the Speciality of Redemp- 
tion. For whenever it's mention d in general 
Terms, as, for All Men, for the whole World, 
&c. it is ſpoken figuratively, a Part being put 
for the Whole, and ou ght ſo to be under- 
ſtood. 

The Word All, and all Men, are not always 
to be underſtood of every individual of the Kind; 
Nor of the Perſons aſſembled together. As is 
manifeſt from Luke viii. 4 5. And Feſus ſaid, Who 
touched me ? When All (or every Man, as it is 
in ſome Tranſlations) denzed, Peter, and they that 
were with him, ſaid, Maſter, the Multitude 
throng thee, and preſs thee, and ſay'ft thou, Who 
| touched me ? Here now was an All of Men 
that denied ; and yet, beſides theſe, a"Peter, 
and they that were with him, that ſaid, Maſter, 
the Multitude throng thee, &c. The univerſal 
Term is us'd, and yet but a Part imply'd. So for 
the Word orid, whether apply d to Perſons or 
Places, a Part is often put for the Whole. As John 
xii, 19. The Phariſees therefore ſaid among them- 
ſelves, Perceive ye how ye prevail „ behold, 
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the. World. is gone after him. Here was the 


7orld, that went after Chriſt, and beſides it, 
Phariſees, that faid among themſelves, Ge. 


14 nd ſo ſmall a Part is put for the Whole, here, 


it it ſeems, there were no more intended 


than the Multitude then at Jeruſalem, that fol · 


low'd our Lord; and ſo, when All the World, 
and the whole World is ſpoken of, it is ſame. 


mes to be underſtood * of a Part of it. As 
Luke ii. 1. And it came . paſs in thoſe Days, 


that there went out a Decree \from Ceſar Au- 


guſtus, that All the World fhould be taxed. By 


All the World, here, there can be no more in- 


tended, than thoſe Parts of it that were under 


the Roman Government: This Taxation, ex- 


tended to no other Perſons than thoſe under their 


Juriſdiction. Thus a Part is put for the Whole, 


where the whole World is ſpoken of, Rom. i. 
8. Firſt, I thank my God tro Feſus Chriſt for 
you All, that your Faith is ſpoken of throughout 
the whole World. Here's the whole Wor 


„di- 
ſtin& from Nome, from the Saints there, whoſe 
Faith was ſpoken of in it. But one Text more 


may be ſufficient as to this. The Apoftle: Paul, 


as that to the Colgſſians, fays of the Goſpel, 
Which is come unto you, as it is in all the World, 
and bringeth forth Fruit, as it doth alſo in 

you, fince the Day ye beard of it, and knew the 
Grace of « God in Truth, Col, i. 6. There never 
was ſuch a Day pet, wherein, the Goſpel of 


Chat, Was univerſally ſpread over every Nation 


under 
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Ander Heaven; Nor ſuch a Time, wherein *. 
brought forth Fruit in All the World, in every 
individual Perſon thereof, as it did in the Coloſe. 
fins: And therefore All the World, here, muſt 
be put for a Part of it. And had it not been ſo, 
there would have been no room to diſtin guiſh 
between the Coloffians, and All the World; nor 
to have ſaid the like of them as of it, that the 
; I Goſpel brought forth Fruit in them, as it 
did alſo in 841 the World. And thus” the 
rxrexts objected againſt particular Redemption, 
which expreſs it in general Terms, are to 
be underſtood in a limited Senſe, and Meere 
by their Context. As, ; 
1 Jobn ii. 2. And be is the Propitiation for 
our 22 * And not for ours only, but alſo for 
, Wl the Sins of the whole World. If by the whole 
Vorl, bere, as above, every individual Per- 
ſon thereof was intended, there would have 
been no room for the Apoſtle Fohn to have di- 
ſtingv iſh d himſelf, and the Saints he wrote to 
from it; To have aid, He is the Propitiation for 
our Sins, and not for ours only but alſo for the Sins 
of the whole World, The whole World here, 
manifeſtly ſtands diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe Saints 
of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and they from it, 
and the ſame Thing is ſaid of it, as of them; 
That Chriſt dy'd for the Sins of the whole 
World, as he did for their Sins. Whence it's 
evident, that by the whole World, here, every | 
individual of 2 is not intended. * ; 
t 
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+4 10 was the Ele& of God among the Gentiles, and 
thoſe only, that were intended. The Apoſile 
7 wrote to the converted eus; And by the 

rd, World, here, he points out the Elect of 

God among the Gentiles : He calls them the 
World, in Contradiſtinction to the Nation of the 
Jews; And the whole World, becauſe God had 
a Remnant of his Choſen, for. whom Chriſt 
dy'd, in every Nation under Heaven. And fo 
the: Senſe is, He is the Propitiation for our Sins, 
i, e. for ours, the Choſen — God among the 
Jews ; and not for ours only, but for theirs alſo, 
that are his Choſen among the Gentiles, all the 
World over. And in this Senſe, the Word 
World, is very frequently to be taken in the New 
Teſtament. An Inſtance of this, we have Rom. 
xi. 12. Now if the Fall of them (the Jews) be 
the Riches of the World, and the. diminiſhing of 
i them' the Riches of the 3 : How much more 
their Fulneſs? The Gentiles are here call'd the 
World, in Contradiſtinction from the Fews.. So 
| alfo, Ver. 15. If tbe cafting away of them be the 
|. reconciling of the World; what ſhall the receiv- 
_ | 7g of them be, but Life from the Dead? 
1 "The Reaſon is this: God, under the Old 
5 Teſtament Diſpenſation, choſe the Nation of 
1 *the Fews, to 4 his peculiar People. Unto 8 
them pertained the ap tion, and the Glory, 
end tbe Covenants, the: giving of. the 
Wl Law, and the: Service. of God; A, and the Promiſes, 
Wil. Rom, IX. 4. The Traclitiſh\ Nation, was * 
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only Church of God in that Day; to them his 
ſacred Oracles were committed, there his true 
Worlhip was maintained, and his glorious Preſence 
enjoy'd, both in the Tabernacle, and Temple; 
While all the Nations round about em were left 
vnder groſs Darkneſs and Idolatry. Hence the 
Diſtinction ſprang between the Fews and Gentil! 
Ide People of God, and "the Nations; "the 
Church of God, and the World. 
And herein, the Fewiſh Nation were rt 
(as almoſt all "Thin gs therein were, under 
the Old Teſtament) I God's Choſen out 'of 
every Nation ,"'gather'd together in his Goſpel 
Chureh, privileg d with the Purity of his Word 
and Ordinances, and the Enjoyment of himfelF 
therein: While the whole World, round about 
them, (whether nominal Chriſtians, or not) 
95 in Wickedneſs, in Superſtition and Idola- 
are Strangers-0 God, and Enemies to him 
1 his People. ac nan 
And before the Goſpel Diſpenſation entrech. 
the Jet, look d upon the Gentiles to be no bet- 
ter than Dogs, that had no right to ſhare with 
them in the Privileges of God's Children. 
N that Expreſſion of our Lord, to the 
undanitiſh Woman, © It is not meet to take 


* the Childrens Bread and caſt it unto Dogs.“ 


He ſpoke to her in the Jes Language, and, 
for the Trial of her Faith, according to that Ap- 
prehenſion they had of the Gentiles, and that 
Judgment they paſs d concerning them. 

* 3 And 


every Greature : They ſpeak: to the Jews; con- 


People of God. They tell the Fezos,, that, the 
Jgavyiour, and his e were not only for them, 


from the Ends of the Earth, were called to be- 
own Salvation, Thus the Myſtery, which in 


46 
And thus, u wp Reſurrection of ounLord, 
when the Apotle by his Commiſlion, were to 


go into all the World and Preach the Gaſbel to 


cerning the Gentiles, according to the Apprehen- 
ſion they had of them; and to the Gentiles, ac- 
cording to 2 Apprehenſion they might N 


F 


but for the World, the whole World, for the 
2 in every Nation under Heaven, And 
s they told the Gerziles.,' Thus the 4 

"oh = upon the poor Gentiles that ſat in 
Barkneſt, that the Saviour, and his Fo. 
were not for the. Fews only, but for the World 
alſo; That God had given . Son to be a Light 
to the Gentiles, to bel his Salvation to the End of 


the Earth: And that therefore, Gentile-Sinners, 


lieve ,1 in the Saviour, to look/ to him for. their 


other Ages was not made known, began to be 
opened to all Men: That the Gentiles ſhould be 
E:llow-heirs with the Jews, and of the ſame 


Body, 250 A with them of God' 8 Dat 


And —ç the Apoſtle Jobn is to be vader | 
ſtood, when {peaking of Chriſt, he ſays, And 
< he is the Propitiation for our "Sins: And not for 
« ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
to PE” | | BY =. or d: 


171 | 
6 rl: viz. That Chriſt dy'd and ſatisfyid for 
the Sins of Jew and Gentile; Not for che Sin 
of every individual Perſon among either; but 
for all the Sins of all God's Choſen among both. 
For Jeu and Gertile being thus diſtinguiſh 3 
into the Peaph. of God, and ibe World; it way 
for-Jome of both that he.dy'd': Whence his Death 
is laid to be for A; For the Nation of the 
Jeus and for the World, promiſcuouſſy. It 
was' for the the People, the Nation of. the eur, 
dab Jeſur dy d, according to John xi. 50, 5.1. 
d But it was not for every individual of them 
No; many of: them were broken off from their 
n cChurch-State and Privileges; having no other 
than a viſible, typical Relation to God, 
1 8 were caſt away, when the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
t entred; Wherein none but thoſe that have a 
f I fecret, real Relation to God, by his own Choice of 
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them in Chriſt, and by vital Faith in him, have 
any Right to be Church-Members, and to enjoy 
Church-Privileges. But, as ſays the Apoſtle, 
Hath God cdft away bis People? God forbid. 
God hath not caſt away his People whom: he fare- 
ew, Rom. xi. T, 2. No verily; thoſe whom 
God foreknew, in his eternal Love, and Choice 


of them in his dear Son, from his mere good 
Pleaſure, and not for their foreſeen Goodneſs, 
he did not caſt away. They, under the In- 

fluence of Electing-Grace, and in the Virtue of 
Chriſt's dying for them, were enabled to believe 

in Jie, were ſecur'd to him, and enjoy d the 

* 3 Privi- 


bave not bow d the Knee to Baal. 
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Privileges of the Goſpel-Church-State; while 


the Reſt being Sehr left to the Freedom 


of their own Will, and ſo, to the Power of 


Unbelief, were broken off. 4 Vet. 4, 5. 1 
have reſerved to myſelf ſeven thouſand Men that 
Even ſo at this 


Time alſo, there is a Remnant according 


7755 the Election of Grace. M bat tben? ſaith 15 
Apoſtle, Hrael bath not obtained that which be 
feeketh for; (i. e. Salvation) buf the; Election 


hat b. obtained it, and the Reſt were blinded, 
Ver. 7. Thus à Remnant of the Jews, 
were ſtyl'd God's People, - (as Ver. 2.) and it 
was for this Remnant, this Ele& Remnant, 
among that Nation, that Feſus dy d; and this 


Remnant it is, that bears the Name 2 * Na- 


tion, Jobn xi. 5 1. And ſo likewiſe, it was a 
Remnant of the Gentiles, the Chi lire of God, 
among them, that were ſcatter'd Abroad all the 


World over, for whom the Redeemer gave his 
Life ; (as Ver. 52.) and this Remnant it is, that 


is ſtyrd, the World, Rom. xi. 15. If the caſting | 

of them (of the Fews) be the reconciling 

of the World; and the whole World, in this 
1 John ii. 2. He is the Propittation --- for the 
Sins f the whole World. And thus I come to 
the ſecond ON e inſt Particular 
Redemption. | f 
1 Tim. il. 6. Vo gave himſelf 4 Ranſom for 
All. As I have ſhewn/ — the Word All, is in 


oy Places to be taken fi guratively, for a Part, 
3 | and 


ny 


* 
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3 not t properly, for every individual of the 
Kind unto which it is apply d: I need add no 
more as to that, for ſo it is to be taken here; as 
zs manifeſt by the Context. I exhort therefore, | 
(fays the Apoſtle) that fit of all, Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions,. and grin of Thanks be . 
doe! (for All Men, Ver. 1. That is, for all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men, for Men of every 
Station and Circumſtance of Life. And there- 
fore, Ver. 2. he gives an Inſtance or two for the 
Reſt, for Kings, and for all in Authority; 
„ And the Reaſons why Supplications, Prayers, 
it Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks are to 
, de made for All Men, he gives Ver. 3, 4. 
| For this is good» and acceptable in the Sight of 
God our Saviour : Who will have All Men to be 
ſaved. The Performance. of theſe Duties, is 
good and acceptable 1 in the Sig ht of God our Sa- 
viour, becauſe he will have Al Men to be ſaved, 
—— A therefore the Saints ſhould perform 
them, to pleaſe the Lord: And ſhould do this, 
with an Ey e to his Will, to ſubſerve his good 
Pleaſure, = will have All Men to be ſaved, — 
So that the Al, for whom Chriſt gave himſelf 


to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth. And theſe muſt needs be, Fro of 
All, the Elect- Remnant among All; becauſe 4 
is them only: that are, and ſhall be ſaved. 
is theſe; only that he Vill have to be N 
the ae It is not ſaid he would have 
go: .- ; 


a Ranſom, Ver. 6. are the All Men he will have 


1 All Men to be a but they would not, and 
ſo they fall ſhort of Salvation ; but he will have 
All Men to be ſaved. And his Will is abſolute, 
El, and effective of the Thing willed. He is Cod, 
Y and there is none like him, declaring the End 
from the Beginning, and from antient Times the 
Wings that are not yet done, ſaying, My Counſel 
Tall Rand, and I will do all my Pleaſure, 
Wh | Ifaiah xlvi. 10. And he doth according to his 
Will in the Army of Heaven, and among the 
. 6 Inhabitants of the Earth; and none can ſta ay 
Hd c his Hand, or fay unto him, What doſt thou? 
Ta 2 therefore the All Men, that he will have to 
55 be ſaved, can be no other than the Elec among 

OR All: "Becauſe it is none but they, that ſhall be 
finally faved. And .theſe are ou Alt for whom 
Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom. 
Indeed i: is the revealed Will of God, that 

the Goſpel ſhould be preach'd in all Nations, and 
that it is the Duty of All Men where it comes, to 
look unto Chril for Salvation. But it is no 
Part of his Will, either ſecret or revealed, that 
All Men, every individual of them ſhall be 
ſaved. It's manifeſt that this is, not his ſecret 
| Will, becauſe All are not ſaved: And it is as 
eceuident that this is not his revealed Will, be- 
* cauſe All do not believe. It is the reveal'd Will 
ol God in the Goſpel, that thoſe who believe on 
5 his Son, ſhall be ſaved: But concerning thoſe that 
_ believe not, it is there declared, that they are 
| _— condemned already, and that his Wrath abideth 


it 5 
1 
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upon them. 80 that the All Men, that God will - 
have to be ſaved, muſt be his Elect among All. 


And hence, Supplications, &c. are to be made 


for All Men in general. But ſo far as theſe re- 


ſpect their eternal Salvation, this ought to be 
done with an Eye to the Elect among All. The 
Saints don't know) who are Elect, and who not, 
until Electing Grace breaks up in the Hearts of 
the Veſſels of Mercy, converting them unto 
Faith in Chriſt, And therefore they are to pray, 
for All Men Ppromiſcuouſly : That God would 
ſend the Goſpel into all the dark Corners of the 
Earth, and convert all Sorts of Sinners unto 
Faith in Chriſt ; Becauſe God will have ſome 
of all Ranks and Degrees of Men, All Men to 
be faved; even All of that All, for whom 
Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom. And thus as to, 
"Heb. ii. 9. That he by tbe Grace of God 
ſhould taſte Death for every Man. Tho' Chriſt's 
Death is here expreſt in the general Term, yet it is 
to be underſtood in a limited Senſe, and explain'd 
by the Context, It was for every Man that 
ſhall be. ſaved, that Chrift taſted Death; and 
not for every individual of the human Kind. It 
was for every of thoſe Sons, thoſe many Sons, 
which ſhall be brought to Glory, as Ver. 10. 


For every of thoſe who are ſunckiſed, (by the 


Offering of the Body of Jeſus once for all) for 
thoſe — 5 he is not 7 nn to call them Bre- 
thren, Ver. 11. And for every of the Children 
which God bath given him, as Ver. 13, Theſe 
Tie „„ EE ED 
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ate the Men that are to be underſtood, by the e- 
very Man, Ver. g. for whom Chriſt taſted Death, 
For of every Man in the World, it cannot be 
ſaid, that Chriſt taſted Death for them, 7. e. 
that he bore their Sins, dy'd in their Stead, and 
made Satisfaction to divine Juſtice for them. 
Indeed there is a large Senſe, in which, as I 
4 humbly conceive, it may be ſaid; that Chtiſt 
1 dy'd for All Men, for every individual, VIZ, 
” That he paying the Price of his Blood for God's 
Wb Choſen, did thereby not only purchaſe them, 
4 but all T hings for their Sakes; and ſo the natural 
Lives, and temporal Mercies of the Non- Elect, 
in gubſerviency to God's Glory, and the Good 
olf his People. Thus our dear Lord may be faid 
1 to have bought the Nield, the World; but it is 


for the Treaſure, the Elli, hid in it, that he 
Xn paid the Price of his Blood: Altho hereupon, 


Sod the Father gave all Things into his Hands. 
IiIs hence, becauſe of Chriſt's dying for his Peo- 
g ple, that the Frame of Nature is preſerv'd, that 
the World don't fly in Pieces, that the Non- Elect 
are not inſtantly ſent down to Hell; but that 
1 their Lives are maintain'd, and all common 
Mlercies afforded, in order to the Production, and 
Wl. Salvation of the Ele, Thus God the Father 
|  hathvgiven him Power over all Fleſh, all Power 
Wi: in Heaven and in Earth, that he ſhould. give 
| * eternal Life to as many as he hath: given him. 
And thus he may be ſaid to be the Saroat of All 
Ul. Nen; but with __ to bearing Sin, Curſe 
J and 
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and Wrath, and making Satisfaction to Juſtice, 
it was only for the Ele#; it was only for them 
that have, do, and ſhall believe on him to the 
Saving of the Soul, that he taſted Death, even 


for every Man of theſe. Thus much as to the 


Texts objected againſt particular Redemption. 
And the Truth hereof may further appear, 
from the Song of the Redeemed to the Re- 
deemet, who to the Praiſe of redeeming Grace, 
confeſs the Speciality of Redemption, Rev. v. 
9, 10. And they ſung a new Song, ſaying, Thou 


art worthy to take the Book, and to open the Seals 
thereof: for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 


to God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 
Tongue, i People, and Nation: And haſt made 
us unto our God, Kings and Prieſts, and we ſhall 
reign on the Earth. . "Tis obſervable, that they 
don't ſay here, Thou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
deemed every Kindred, and Tongue, and Peo- 
ple, and Nation; but ws out of every Kindred, - 


Tongue, People and Nation, Oh, redeeming 


Grace, took ſome out of every Kindred, Tongue, 
People, and Nation; while others of the ſame. 
Kindred, Tongue, People, and Nation, were 


left; the more to commend its diſtinguiſhing 


Riches towards the Redeemed, and to endear 
their Hearts to the Redeemer ! And if you and 
I, Sir, are brought to Heaven, -we ſhall admire. 


8 and adore that Grace, that took us, that brought 
us to Glory, while others. of our Relations and 
Countrymen were righteouſly left to periſh. 
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And we ſhall join the Song, and proclaim the 
Lamb worthy to have all the Glory of our Sal- 
vation, who was flain, and has redeeined us to 
God, out of the Kindred and Nation to which 
we related! And this Redemption that is here 
ſaid to be out of every Kindred, &c. is Redemp- 
tion by Price, and not by Power: Thou haſt 
tedeemed us by thy Blood out of every Kindred, 
Se. It's Redemption by Price that is ſpoken 
of, altho' Redemption by Power be imply'd, as 
_ conſequent hereupon. It's a ſpecial Redemption 
by Price, that was effective of Redemption by 
Power, and effeQtually made the Redeemed 
Kings and Prieſts unto God. But thus much as 
to particular Redemption: And from hence let 
us come to e Br Wet 
Special Vocation. And as particular Redemp- 
tion follows upon perſonal Election, ſo Special 
Vocation upon particular Redemption. As all thoſe 
| whom God the Father choſe in Chriſt unto eter- 
nal Life, were given to him to be redeemed by 
him; ſo all Chriſt's Redeemed were, by God's 
eternal Purpoſe, to be called by his Grace.. 
Thoſe whom God predeftinated to Life thro' his 
Son's Death, them he alſo called. Theſe he 
calls out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 
into Fellowſhip with his Son, and unto his 
|" eternal Kingdom and Glory by him. 
| The general Call of the Goſpel, is of Sinners, 
| as ſuch, unto Faith in Jeſus, in that Feſus, who 
| once dy'd for Sinners without the Gates of Fe- 
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ruſalem: And it extends itſelf unto all where 
the Goſpel comes. The Goſpel is glad Tidings 
of Salvation for Sinners thro the crucify'd Sa- 
viour; and this Salvation is proclaim'd herein, as 
infinitely free for the Chief of Sinners; and all 
are invited and commanded to come and partake 
of it freely: Not becauſe it is provided for Sin- 
ners uni ver ſallyß; but becauſe it is proclaimed for 
Sinners indgſinitely. And hence it becomes every 
Sinner's Duty where the Goſpel comes, to look 
to Chriſt the great Saviour, and truſt in him for 
his own Salvation. And great is his Encourage- 
ment fo to do, ſince all that look to Chriſt alone 
for Salvation, ſhall be ſaved, and none of them 
that truſt in him, ſhall ever be confounded, - _ 
The general Call of the Goſpel, is not of 
Sinners as Elect, or as redeemed Sinners, to be- 
lieve their Intereſt | in God's electing Love, and 
Chriſt's redeeming Grace; but of Sinners as 2. 
in'd and undone, as under Sin, Curſe, Wrath, 
and Death; to look out of themſelves for Life 
and Salvation, to that Jeſus who once dy'd for 
Sinners, that they might live; and is the Author 
of eternal Salvation unto all them that obey him, 
that believe in his Name, that ſubmit to his 
Righteouſneſs, and truſt in his Blood, for the 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and the Whole of 
their Tuftification before God. The Goſpel de- 
clares, that all Things are ready, a full Salvation 
prepar'd i in Chriſt for the Chief of Sinners, that 
doth enry Way anſwer all their Miſeries and 
D 4 Wants, 
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Wants, and is mine) enough to fill all their 
Deſires: And Sinners, as ſuch, are invited to 
come and partake of this great Salvation freely, 
even without Money, and without Price. Sinners 
are not call'd to believe, that they are Partakers 
of the Salvation that is in Chriſt; but to believe 
in him, to come to him, and to depend upon 
» him that they may be Partakers thereof, No 
Man is call'd of God, at firſt, or in his firſt 
Act of Faith, to believe his Intereſt i in the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but to ſubmit there- 
to, and fruſt therein for Life and Salvation. 
And then upon his firſt Act of Faith, a ſecond 
is call'd for; a believing his Intereſt in Salvation, 
or that he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe the Lord has 
ſaid, Look unto me----and be ye ſaved; and He 
that believeth, ſhall be ſaved. But until a Man 
has put forth the firſt Act of Faith, or is made 
willing to be ſaved by the Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt alone, without the Deeds of the 
Law, he is not call d to believe bis Intereſt 
in God's Salvation. And ſo Sinners in general, 
being call'd by the Goſpel to believe in Chriſt, 
are not call'd to believe a Lie, tho' he did not 
die for Sinners univerſally ; (as Dialogue, pag. 7.) 
but are call'd to believe the Truth, that Chriſt 
dy'd for Sinners, and that there is a Fulneſs of 
Salvation in him for the very chief of them : 
And hereupon they are call'd, to look to, and 
| truſt in him for their own Salvation; and have 
a Promiſe given for their Encouragement; 87 


by 
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if they believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, ality 
ſhall be ſaved. And as every poor Sinner that 
comes under the Sound of the Goſpel, and obeys 
the Call thereof, has the Word of a God that 


cannot lie for it, that he ſhall be ſaved; ſo on the 


other hand, every one that makes light of the 
| Goſpel-Call, rejects it, and is diſobedient, if he | 
continues ſo to do, muſt die in his Sins, and ä 
fiſh for ever : For be that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned. And the Juſtice of God will brightly | 
ſhine in the eternal Damnation of all thoſe who 
wilfully refuſe this great Salvation, „ ee 
for their Acceptance in the gracious Goſpel. 
And God's thus calling poor Sinners by the ; 
_ Goſpel, tb look to his dear Son for Salvation, 
and to come to him for Life, doth not in the 
leaſt ſuppoſe any natural Power or Freedom of 
Will in the fallen Creature to. obey the Call; 
Nor yet is God illuſory, or infimcere herein. The 
Call, as has been hinted, ſpeaks the Senſe of the 
Law, (or of what the eternal Law of God makes 
the Duty of all Men under the Goſpel) the 
Creator's Right, and the Creatures Duty. And 
doubtleſs, it is a moſt righteous Thing with 
God, to require all Sinners under the Goſpel, 
to look alone for Salvation, unto the great and 
only Saviour which it reveals. While God pro- 
claims his Son, to be his Salvation to the Ends 
of the Earth; it is the Creator's Due that thge 
Ends of the Earth ſhould look unto him as ſuch. 
The very Revelation of the Saviour as for * 
15. inde- 


; come and partake of this great Salvation freely, 
are not call'd to believe, that they are Partakers 


in him, to come to him, and to depend upon 
» him that they may be Partakers thereof, No 


that believeth, ſhall be ſaved. But until a Man 
has put forth the firſt Act of Faith, or is made 
Law, he is not call'd to believe his Intereſt 
being call'd by the Goſpel to believe in Chriſt, 
die for Sinners univerſally ; (as Dialogue, pag. 7.) 


but are call'd to believe the Truth, that Chriſt 
dy'd for Sinners, and that there is a Fulneſs of 
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Wants, and is infinitely enough to fill all dei 
Deike: : And Sinners, as ſuch, are invited to 


even without Money, and without Price. Sinners 


of the Salvation that is in Chriſt ; but to believe 


Man is call'd of God, at firſt, or in his firſt 
Act of Faith, to believe his Intereſts in the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but to ſubmit there- 
to, and truſt therein for Life and Salvation. 
And then upon his firſt Act of Faith, a ſecond 
is call'd for; a believing his Intereſt in Salvation, 
or that he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe the Lord has 
ſaid, Look unto me----and be ye ſaved; and He 


willing to be ſaved by the Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt alone, without the Deeds of the 


in God's Salvation. And ſo Sinners in general, 


are not calPd to believe a Lie, tho' he did not 


Salvation in him for the very chief of them: 
And hereupon they are call'd, to look to, and 
truſt in him for their own Salvation; and have 
a Promiſe given for their Encouragement, that 
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if they believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ey 


ſhall be ſaved. And as every poor Sinner that 


comes under the Sound of the Goſpel, and obeys 
the Call thereof, has the Word of a God that 
cannot lie for it, that he ſhall be ſaved; ſoon the 
other hand, every one that makes light of the 
Goſpel-Call, rejects it, and is diſobedient, if he 
continues ſo to do, muſt die in his Sins, and ä 
riſh for ever: For he that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned. And the Juſtice of God will brightly | 
ſhine in the eternal Damnation of all thoſe who 
wilfully refuſe this great Salvation, proclaim'd 
for their Acceptance in the gracious Goſpel. - 
And God's thus calling poor Sinners by the 
Goſpel, tb look to his dear Son for Salvation, 
and to come to him for Life, doth not in the 
leaſt ſuppoſe any. natural Power or Freedom of 
Will in the fallen Creature to. obey the Call; 
Nor yet is God illuſory, or infincere herein. The 
Call, as has been hinted, ſpeaks the Senſe of the 
Law, (or of what the eternal Law of God makes : 
the” Duty of all Men under the Goſpel) the 
Creator's Right, and the Creatures Duty. . And 
doubtleſs, it is a moſt righteous Thing with 
God, to require all Sinners under the Goſpel, 
to look alone for Salvation, unto the great and 


only Saviour which it reveals. While God pro- 


claims his Son, to be his Salvation to the Ends 
of the Earth; it is the Creator's Due that the 
Ends of the Earth ſhould look unto him as ſuch. 
The very Revelation of the Saviour as for * 
inde- 
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indefinitely, brings on together with it, natural 


ly and neceſſarily, their Duty of looking to, 'and 
truſting in him as ſuch; eſpecially, fince for 


this End he is made known, or reveal'd in the 
Goſpel, ,for the Obedience of Faith. It cannot 
be otherwiſe, in the very Nature of Things, but 
that Faith in Chriſt ſhould be due to God, in all 


his Perſons, from all Sinners under the Goſpel- 


Revelation of a Saviour: Nor can it be otherwiſe 
than the equitable Duty of the rational Creature, 


his reaſonable Service, while he hears the $a- 
viour proclaim'd, and is commanded to look to 


him as ſuch; that he obey the divine Command, 
and look unto Chriſt for his own Salvation. But 


tho God is ſincere in the Call, ſpeaks : the Mind 


of his Law, and the Creature s Duty. under the 


Goſpel; yet doth it not imply a Sufficiency of 
Strength in the fallen Creature for the Perfor- 
mance of it. The Equity of the Requirement, 


will be ſufficient to juſtify God, in the Condem- 


nation. of the Sinner that is diſobedient, and to 


leave him without Excuſe : Eſpecially, ſince, as 
J conceive, tho? all Unbelievers under the Goſ- 
pel, will be condemned at the laſt Day for their 


Unbelief ; yet the formal: Cauſe, of their Con- 


demnation, will not be this, that they could not 
believe; but that they would not ; they would 


not come to Chriſt. for Life; and therefore will 
molt righteouſly be condemn'd. to Death: They 


would not that Chriſt ſhould reign over them; 
and. muſt therefore, as his Enemies, be flain 


before 
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before his Face. That « no Man can come 0 
Chriſt, without the Father draws him, or that 
no Man can believe, without the working of 
God's Power, even the exceeding Greatneſs 
thereof, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he 
rais'd him from the Dead, is a certain Truth of 
the glorious Goſpel. But no Man will be con- 
demned, under the Conſideration of his Inability, 
but of his Obſtinacy, and actual Rebellion; dight- 


ing the Call of the Goſpel; hating che Light; 


and riſing up in Oppoſition againſt the Lord Je- 
ſus, the only Saviour of God's providing. No 
Man will have any Cauſe to ſay, nor will ſay at 
the laſt Day, I am condemned for my Unbe- 
lief, becauſe I could not believe, I would have 
believ'd, but could not; But, © I am con- 
demned, and juſtly too, 65 my refuſing to be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus, when earneſtly invited, 
and righteouſly requir'd ſo to do,” Oh 2hzs, that 
Light is come into the World, and Men have 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light, this will be 
the Condemnation ! And herein, and hereby, 
the Juſtice of God will conſpicuouſly ſhine in 
the Condemnation of all Unbelievers, and their 
Deſtruction appear to have been of themſelves, 
in that great Day when he judgeth the World 
in Righteouſneſs by that Man whom he hath 
ordained, Oh! what a righteous Thing it will 
appear to be in the great God, to ſay concerning 
thoſe who have been invited to partake of Goſpel- 
Proviſions, that have made Excuſes, and went 


their 
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bring in one Soul to Chriſt. 
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they ſhall not taſte of my Supper. 
But tho' the general Call of the Goſpel, is ſuf- 
ficient to leave thoſe who refuſe it without Ex- 
cuſe ; yet is it not ſufficient in and of itſelf, by 
reaſon of Man's Weakneſs and Wickedneſs, to 
No; there muſt be 
a compelling Power, an Almightineſs of Grace 
forth therein, to bring in all thoſe who 


fill che Lord's Houſe, who come in to Chriſt 
by Faith. The general Call of the Goſpel is 
the: ſame to all ; But the righteous Sovereign of 
Heaven and Earth, leaves ſome under it to the 
Freedom of their own Vill, to act concerning it 
juſt as they pleaſe; who refuſe the Call, and 


riſh from under it. He invites, they make 


Excuſes; and he takes them at their Word. He 


calls, 54 they refuſe: And therefore he will 
laugh at their Calamity, and mock when their 
Fear cometh. While for others, from peculiar 


5 Favour, he ſlays the Enmity of their Will, ſets 


the Faculty free to chuſe Life, ſweetly allures i it, 
and brings them in, to partake of all the Grace 
they are call'd to. And this he does for all thoſe, 
and for none but thoſe, who are his Choſen, for 
whom Tefus dy d. 

Special Vocation then, is God's Calling his 
Choſen, his redeemed Ones, out of Nature's 
Darkneſs, into his marvellous Light: It is a 


Call in a Call, an efficacious Call, that effects 


the Thing called for. As when, in the firſt 
Creation, God ſaid, let there be Light ; -and 
hab! 5 there 
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ang was Light. Or a8 Chriſt called Lazarus 
out of his Grave; and he that was dead came 
forth. It's ſuch an all-powerful Call, that makes 

the Dead in Sin, hear the Voice of the Son of 
God, and live. The general Call of the Goſpel 
unto Faith in Chriſt, is a mere external Thing, 
that doth nothing inwardly upon the Souls of 
the Perſons called; but leaves em juſt where 8 
they were, in Darknels, Blindneſs, and | 


 fition, But the Special Call, or the Voice of 1 


God to his Choſen, in the general Call, is an in- 
ward, all-efficacious Thing, that brings them 


out of Darkneſs into Light. Chriſt ſays in the 
general Call, to all Sinners, to the Ends of the 


Earth, Look unto me- and be ye ſaved: 


Many hear the Words, and regard them not. 


But Chriſt ſpeaks to his Choſen, to his redeemed 
Ones herein, in the Day of his Power, by ſuch 


an efficacious Voice, that forms the Eye df 


Faith in their Souls, that gives them a int 
Ability, and à gracious. Inclination to look to 
him for Salvation; and enables them actually 
ſo to do, unto their everlaſting Salvation by 


him. They are naturally as deaf to the Voice 


of Chriſt, and as unwilling to be ſaved by him 
as the telt. But when he calleth his own Sheep 


by Name, he makes them to hear his Voice, 


and follow him with the greateſt Freedom of 
Will, as their own Shepherd, who only hath, 
can, and will give eternal Life unto them. This 
Special Call unto Faith in Chriſt, is ge to 

F them, 
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Grace, to them in Chriſt before the World be- 


Power upon our Hearts, unto Salvation, accord- 


6 621 
at and only them, whom God, predeſtinated 
to Life thro' bis Son's. Death: For 23 be did 
preduſtinate, them | he. alſo called, Rom. viii. 30. 
This Call ſprings out of the Grace of Election, 


and Redemption, and is ſubſervient thereto. 


This |/pecial Call of God's Choſen, of Chriſt's 


Redeemed, is a Call according to God's Purpoſe, 


Ver. 28. his Purpoſe of Grace, yea, his Gift of 


gan. And therefore the Apoſtle ſays, Who hath 
ſaved us, and called us with an boly Calling, not 
according to eur Works, but according to his oun 
Purpoſe and Grace, which was given: us in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the Warld began, 2 Tim. i. 9. 
All Grace was purpos'd for, and given to, or 
ſettled upon God's Chaſen in Chriſt, in his ever- 
aſting Covenant, "before Time commenc d. 
And fo! this Grace among the reſt, of  ſpeczal, 
Fectual Location. ho hath-/av'd us, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, ſav d us in bus everlaſting Covenant, 
unto Calling; and call d us, in the Day of his 


ing to his own Purpoſe and Grace which was 
given us in Chriſt Feſas before the World began. 
So that the firſt and principal Reaſon, why any 
obey the Call of the Goſpel, lies not in their 
on mherent Goodneſs, the Fractableneſs of 
their own Will, by which they make themſelves 
to differ from the Diſobedient; but in the Pur- 
poſe, the Grace, the good Pleaſure of God's 

5 towards them in Chriſt, before the 
e N . 
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| Worl d was, and the ſpecial - n of | 


his Power upon their Hearts in Time. The 
general Call: of the Goſpel, as has been hint- 
ed; leaves. Perſons in the preſent Darkneſs of 
Sin''and Satan, and to periſh in the Darkneſs of 
eternal Death. But God by this fpecial Call, de- 

livers his Choſen from the Power of Darkneſs, 
and tranſlates them into the Kingdom of his | 
dear Son. He brings them out of the Darkneſs 
of Sin and Death, into the Light of Life; into 
the Light of Grace here, and eternal Glory 
hereafter; both which are marvellous. He calls 
them into Fellowſhip with his Son Feſus Chrift 


© our Bord; into Fellowſhip with him in his Per- 


ſon and Benefits, in his Grace and Glory. He 
calls them out of the Darkneſi of in, in its 
Guilt, Filth, and Power, into the Light of par- 
doning, cleanſing, ſubduing Grace; into that 
Grace, which ſlays the Power of din here, and 
will deſtroy the Being of it out of their Nature 
hereafter. He calls them out of the Darkneſs 
of Satan's Influence, into the Light of the 1 88 


rious Teachings of his own holy Spirit. 


out of the Darkneſs of Death in the Threatning, 
into the Light of Life in the Promiſe; Into a 
Right to Life, and into the Enjoyment of it too, 
partial and initial in this World, and compleat 
and total in the World to come. Thus God's 

Choſen, and Chriſt's Redeemed, are effectually 
called, or called by his ſpecial Grace, utito 
Paith in Chriſt, and unto bis eternal Glory by 


him. 


| 64 j 
* And from ſpecial Vocation, ſprings - 3 
- Final Perſeverance. Thoſe whom God [hath I 
called unto Faith in Chriſt; and ju ified.” em 
thro' it, them he hath alſo rh He did 
not call em out of Darkneſs into Light; out of 
Death into Life, to leave them to be again ſwal-M 
low'd' up of Darkneſs and Death. No; Thoſe 
wbom God hath called into the Fellowſhip. of 
his Son, and unto his eternal Kingdom and Glory, 
* Faithfulneſs is engag'd-to bring them fafe to 
His Calling is. without Repentance; -he 
_ repents what he hath done for them in ; 
this Regard': Nor doth he leave them to them- 
| ſelves, to get to Heaven as they can. But he that 
bach begun the good Work in their Souls, will | 
e it until the Day of Chriſt, Phil. i. G. 
le that hach ſanctifyd — in Part, will ſancti- 
y them Wholly; — preſerve their whole-Sp1i- 
tit Soul and Body blameleſs' unto the Coming 0 
en: ord jeſus Chriſt. Faithful i is be that call. 
 &th:them, who alſo will do it, 1 Thel. v. 23, 24. 
He has given themchis Holy Spirit, as the Spirit 
f 3 and Conſolation, to abide with them 
for ever, John xiv. 16. To preſerve them from 
Defection in Grace, and Seduction by falſe 
Teachers, 1 Fobn ii. 27. Even from ſuch De- 
fection and Seduction, that is inconſiſtent with 
their Continuance in a State of Salvation, and in 
he fundamental Doctrines of Faith. Their 
Life of Grace, is more properly Chriſt's Life 
ou theirs It is. Aut living 1 in them; Ts 
nid . 


* 
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chey can never die, ſo long as 'Chriſt lives. [ 
ath 
vertbeleſt T live ; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
did 


am cruciſy d with Chriſt; ſays the Apoſtle, ne- 


ne, Gal. i. 20. Chriſt by his Holy Spirit, 


having taken Poſſeſſion of their Souls, abides 
. chere forever, as the Life, the eternal Life of 
Ole 
created in the Hearts of the Called of God. He 
bat believetb on me, faith our Lord, as the 
= Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly' ſhall flow: 
Rovers of living Water. This ſpake he of the 
= Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould re- 
ceive, John vii. 38, 39. And whoſoever (faith 
he) drinketh of the Water that I ſhall give him, 
all never thirſt: But the Water that I (hall 
Live bim, ſhall be in him a Well of Water fpring- 
auß into everlaſting Life, Chap. iv. 14. Thus 
s che Life of Grace, in God's called Ones, ſe- 
cur'd and increas'd, until it ſprings up into the 


the new Creature, or that Principle of Grace 


Life of Glory. Chriſt has pray d for them that 


weir Faith might not fail, and lives in them to 


preſerve it: And by virtue hereof the Princi- 
ple, or Habit thereof in their Souls, ſhall be 
conſtantly maintain'd ; and the Act and Exerciſe 
thereof recover'd and increaſed after Decays, 
Lake xxii. 32. The Called of God may fall 


boully, but not finally: They may fall fo low 


for a Time, that both themſelves and others 
may think, they are quite loſt, and will riſe no 
more; But everlaſting Arms being underneath 
them, they ſhall be rais'd again unto the freſh 
war. > Exerciſe 


ü 66 ] 
Exercif 'of Faith, and all holy Obedience, The 
Lord will bring them to look again upon him 
that. they have pierced, and to mourn for all 
their Iniquities. He will reſtore their Souls, 


and with Weeping, and with Supplications will 


- he lead them in the Paths of Righteouſneſs for 


his Name's Sake. As at firſt they believe thro' 
Grace; ſo thro” the ſame Grace they are, and 
ſhall be, kept believing, or believe on, unto the | 
Saving of their Souls, AFs xviii. 27, Heb. x. 39. 
When Chriſt, en his boundleſs Love, and 
that Covenant- Neceſſity he is under, brings i in, 
calls, his other Sheep, into his Fold, the Church, 
when he makes them hear his Voice, and fol- 
low him; he engages for them, to. give unto 
them eternal Life, and that they ſhall never pe- 
riſn, nor any pluck them out of his Hands, 
Jobn x. 16, 27, 28. Againſt theſe, who are 
called to lay the Whole Streſs of their Salvation 
upon him the Rock of Ages, the Foundation 
lald in Sion; he that is Truth itſelf hath faid, 
The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail, Mat. xvi. 1 8. 
If i it ſhould be ſaid, 

05. There are many that dw back unto 
Perdition : And therefore the final Perſeverance 
of Believers, or ſuch that are once in a State of 
Grace, cannot be a Truth, I anſwer, 

Anſ. It is poſſible that Perſons may profeſs to 
be effectually called, and yet they may not be ſo 
in Reality. They may deceive themſelves and 
others; _wF mw mens Faith in _ true 

e _ 


not know it, and that they ſhall fall away. 
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living Faith, and have it not; and ſo not having 
Faith of the right Kind, that unites the Soul to 
Chriſt, and is of an abiding Nature; but a com- 
mon, hiſtorical, temporary Faith, in Time of 
Temptation they fall away from that Faith they 
once made a Profeſſion of, and draw back unto 
Perdition. And doubtleſs there are many ſuch, 
as the conſtant Experience of the Church, in all 

Ages doth manifeſt. ' But this is no Argument 
againſt the final Perſeverance of the Saints, of 
thoſe who are called by ſpecial Grace: Nor 

ought it to fill them with Fears, leſt they alſo 
| ſhould fall away. If thoſe who profels'd to have 
true Faith, and had it not, have left their firſt 
Faith ; this is no Argument that thoſe who have 
it, ſhall fall from theirs too. If thoſe who ſeem'd 
to have what they had not, have been miſtaken 
about it, andothers about them miſtaken ; This is 
tthat thoſe who have true Faith may 


There was a Judas among the Apoſtles, that 
never had true Faith in Chriſt, nor Love to him; 
But was not diſcover'd, until the Searcher of 
Hearts made him manifeſt, and by his Tranſ- 
greſſion he fell away. And thus likewiſe, Sr. 
mon the Sorcerer profeſs'd Faith in Chriſt, and 
was thereupon baptized, and it was not known 
but that he was a true Believer, until by his of- 
fering the Apoſtles Money for the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it was diſcover'd that his Heart was 
not right in the Sight of God, Whereupon 
L mm E 2 Peter 


1 
Exerciſe of Faith, and all holy Obedience. The 
Lord will bring them to look again upon him 
that. they have pierced, and to mourn for all 

their Iniquities. He will reſtore their Souls, 
and with Weeping, and with Supplications will 
he lead them in the Paths of Righteouſneſs for 
his Name's Sake, As at firſt they believe thro' 
Grace; ſo thro” the ſame Grace they are, and 
ſhall be, kept believing, or believe on, unto che | 
Saving of their Souls, AFs xviii. 27. Heb. x. 39. 
When Chriſt, feen his boundleſs Love, 4 
that Covenant- Neceſſity he is under, brings i in, 
calls, his other Sheep, into his Fold, the Church, 
when he makes them hear his Voice, and fol- 
low him; he engages for them, to give unto 
them eternal Life, "and that they ' ſhall never pe- 

riſh, nor any pluck them on of his Hands, 

John x. 16, 27, 28. Againſt theſe, who are 
Called to lay the Whole Streſs of their Salvation 
upon him the Rock of Ages, the Foundation 
lald in Sion; he that is Truth itſelf hath ſaid, 
The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevatl, Mat. xvi. 1 8. 
If it ſhould be ſaid, 

Obj. There are many that Aer back unto 
Perdition: And therefore the final Perſeverance 
of Believers, or ſuch that are once in a State of 
Grace, cannot be a Truth. I anſwer, 

Anſ. It is poſſible that Perſons may profeſs to 
be effectually called, and yet they may not be ſo 
in Reality. They may deceive themſelves and 
others; ; PF may ones Faith in _ true 
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have it not; and ſo not having 
Faith of the right Kind, that unites the Soul to 
Chriſt, is of an abiding Nature; but a com- 
mon, hiſtorical, temporary Faith, in Time of 
Temptation they fall away from that Faith they 
once made a Profeſſion of, and draw back untg 
Perdition. And doubtleſs there are many ſuch, 
as the conſtant Experience of the Church, in all 
Ages doth manifeſt. * But this is no Argument 
againſt the final Perſeverance of the Saints, of 
| thoſe who are called by ſpecial Grace: Nor 
ought it to fill them with Fears, leſt they alſo 
ſhould fall away. If thoſe who profeſs d to have 
true Faith, and had it not, have left their firſt 
Faith; this is no Argument that thoſe who have 
it, ſhall fall from theirs too. If thoſe who ſeem'd 
to have what they had not, have been miſtaken 
about it, and others about them miſtaken ; This is 
no t that thoſe who have true Faith may 
not know it, and that they ſhall fall away. 
There was a Judas among the Apoſtles, that 
never had true Faith in Chriſt, nor Love to him; 
But was not diſcover'd, until the Searcher of 
Hearts made him manifeſt, and by his Tranſ- 
greſſion he fell away. And thus likewiſe, Si- 
mon the Sorcerer profeſs'd Faith in Chriſt, and 
was thereupon baptized, and it was not known 
but that he was a true Believer, until by his of- 
tering the Apoſtles Money for the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it was diſcover'd that his Heart was 
not right in the Sight of God, Whereupon 
E E 2 Fein 


living Faith, and 
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Peter ſaid unto him, T perceive that thou art in 
the Gall of Bt tterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity, 

Acts viii. 13, &c. The Man was an Unbeliever, 
an unchanged, unconverted Man before, not- 
withſtanding his fair Profeſſion of Faith in 
Chriſt; but it was not known, it was not per- 
ceiv'd that he was in the Gall of Bitterneſs, un- 
til the Iniquity, of his Heart thus brake out. 
And thus when Hymeneus and Philetus erred 
concerning the Truth, and overthrew the Faith 
of ſome; Nevertheleſs faith the Apoſtle Paul) 
the Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having this 
Seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 
Tim. ii. 17, Cc. It is as if the Apoſtle ſhould 


- my, © Though ſome have erred from the Truth, 


« and departed from the Faith, yet God has loft 
« none of his ; The Foundation of God fland- 
eth fure, in electing, redeeming, and calling 
Grace; and the Lord knoweth them that are 
56 his, Others may appear to Men, for à while, 
© to be his; and afterwards fall away. But 
* thoſe: whom the Lord knoweth (diſcerneth, 
* approveth, and preſerveth) to be his, ſhall 
ce never fall away; but abide in a State of Grace 
until they enter into the State of Glory. The 
< Foundation of his Grace towards them ffand- 
* eth ſure; and his Knowledge of them as his 
de own, ſeals it; By Virtue whereof they are, 
and ſhall be preſerved ſafe unto his heavenly 
“ Kingdom.” And thus ſays the Apoſtle Fobn, 


bey went out from us, but they were not of us : 


for 
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for. if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us : But they went out, that 


they might be made manifeſt that they were not 
all of us, 1 John ii. 19. Thus Perſons may be 
among the Number of profeſſing Believers, and 
yet not of the Number of real Believers under 
that Profeſſion. And when they go out from 
them, make Shipwrack of Faith, and draw back 
SW unto Perdition, it is thereby made manifeſt that 
S they never were really before God, what they 

| appear'd to be before Men. Since all that are 
true | Believers, that are effectually call'd by 
Grace, do doubtleſs continue with them, and 


perſevere | in Faith, until they receive the End of 


their Faith, the Salvation of their Souls, If it 
ſhould be further ſaid, 
Object. If Perſons once in a State of Ges, | 
were forever ſecur'd from final falling away, then 
may they live as they liſt, and caſt off all Care 
about Holineſs.' And then are all Exhortations 
in the Word, unto abiding in the Faith, and 
all the Warnings againſt departing from it in 
vain. I anſwer, 
_ Anſw, Thoſe that are call'd unto Faith in 
Chriſt, and Salvation by him, are called unto 
Holineſs. And that Faith which the Holy 
Ghoſt has wrought in the Souls of thoſe effectual- 
ly called by Grace, is /iving Faith, that is pro- 
duftive\ of good Works. Good Works, Holi- 
lineſs of Heart and Life, are ſuch natural Fruits 
of this Faith, that hereby it can only be known 


E 3 by 


Baints Preſervation from Sin, and Perſeverance 


70 | 
by Men. If any profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and 
bring forth no Fruit unto Holineſs, it is a certain 
Evidence that their Faith is a dead Faith, that 
they are not called by Grace, and in a State of 
Salvation. For the Faith of God's called Ones, 
who ſhall perſevere in Grace, unto eternal 
Glory, takes in the Love of God to them, and 


works by Love unto him again. The Love of 


Chriſt conſtrains them, to live unto him who 
dy'd for them, and roſe again. Their Faith, is 
an Heart and Life- purifying Faith. They can- 
not ſin, live a Courſe of Sin; becauſe they 
are born of God, having a living Principle 
of Faith abiding in them, which is productive 
of Holineſs, and cauſeth them, from the Hope 
of Salvation by Chriſt, to purify themſelves even 
as he is pure. Nor are Exhortations to Con- 
fancy i in the Faith, nor Warnings againſt Un- 
belief, in vain to theſe. For under a divine 
Blefling, they are part of the Means of the 


in Grace unto Glory. It is a moſt certain 
Truth, that whoſoever believeth in Chriſt, ſhall if 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, John iii. 
= That the Soul upon its firſt Act of Faith, 
is paſs'd from Death to Life, and ſhall not come | 
into Condemnation, Chap. 5. 24. And yetitis | 


5 eat a Truth, that none but 51521 that abide 


Chriſt by Faith, that endure to the End, ſhall 
1 faved, Mat. xxiv. 13. The Reaſon is this: 


That God, who has made the Believer's Per- 
ſeverance 


ife, neceſſary as the End; 
has likewiſe made his abiding in Faith and 
Holineſs neceflary as the Means to that 
End. And what God has join'd together, 
let no Man put aſunder. And thus, Exhorta- 
tions to Conſtancy in Faith and Holines, and 
= Warnings againſt Apoſtacy therefrom, may fitly 
be given to thoſe, whoſe final Perſeverance 
therein is ſecur d. Juſt as in the Caſe of Paul s 
dangerous Voyage, wherein the Angel of God 
ſtood by him, and ſaid, Fear not Paul; for thou 
muſt be broug br before Ceſar : And lo, God hath 
given thee all them that fail with thee, Upon 
which he ſays to them, Wherefore Sirs, * 
good Cheer: For 1 believe God, 2 — it ſhall 
even 00 it was told me, Acts xxvii. 24, 25. 2 
in their Diſtreſs and Extremity, I pray 
N you (ar he) to take ſome Meat; for tbis is for 
= your Health : For there ſhall not an Hair fall 
Jom the Head of any of you, Ver, 34. Here now - 
was a full Aſſurance of their Lives given them 
from God, that there ſhould be no Loſs of any 
Man's Life among them; And yet when ſome 
of them in their Fear and Diſtreſs, were about 
to flee out of the Ship, Paul ſaid to the Centurion, 


ſeverance unto ] 


ye cannot be ſaved, Ver. 31. So cloſely were the 
End and the Means, the Salvation of their Lives, 
and their Continuance with Paul in the Ship, 
connected together. In vain was it for any 
to go about to ſave their Lives any other 
Soup than that which God had en. 

81 E 4 : 


and to the Soldiers, except theſe abide 1n the Ship, 5 
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ed; or in vain would it have been for any to 
have argu'd thus : If God has given Aſſurance 
of our Lives, that we ſhall not die, it's no 
Matter whether we abide in the Ship, o 
© not; for God's Word cannot be broken,” 
For, ſays Paul, Except theſe abide in the Ship, 
ye cannot be ſaved. And fo in like Manner, in 
vain is it in any to ſay,” If Believers are put 
« into ſuch à State of Grace, that they can- 
„ not finally fall away; then they may live 
* as they liſt, and fruitleſs it is to exhort 
« them to abide i in the Faith, or warn 'em of 
ce the Danger of Apoſtacy.” For concerning 
theſe, with Abundance of Truth, it may be ſaid, 
That their Faith will produce Holineſs ; and 
& that, except they abide therein, and endure to 
te the End, they cannot be ſaved.” For the 
End and the Means, are inſeperably join d. Nor 
are Exhortations to the Uſe of Means, in vain, 
Where the-End is infallibly aſcertain d. For 
God is pleas d to Work by them. oo 

Nor will it follow from hence, either, an 


* 


the Called of God, are then under a Chorenake 


of Works, or conftrain'd to Obedience, from a 
ſervile Fear of being caſt out of his Family; 


Nor yet, that their Salvation in the leaſt depends 
uponany Thing in, or done by them. For tho! they 
are no more Servants, but Sons, God's Free-Chil- 

dren, that ſhall abide in his Houſe forever, and 
many of them know it too, to their unſpeakable | 
Joy; Vet have they no Liberty given them from 


God's Word, to — his Commands, nor do 
ey 


1 
2 
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they take Liberty from hence ſo to do. But und 
the ſweet Conſtraints of that Love, that will never 


Children, in all holy Obedience to his revealed 
Will; knowing that it is their conſtant Duty ſo 
to do, that they cannot otherwiſe evidence their 
being his Children, and that their Sanctification, 
iss God's appointed Means, thro' which they are 
to obtain Salvation; yea, that it is the very Be- 
ginning of it in themſelves, and that the more they 
increaſe in Holineſs, the greater is their Prepa- 
ration for Glory. Nor doth their Salvation from 
hence, in the leaſt depend upon any Thing in, 
or done by them, as a procuring Cauſe thereof; 
nor do they apprehend it ſo to do: Since it is God 
W that worketh in them both to will and to do of 
bis own good Pleaſure ; that faves them unto 
Faith and Holineſs; that maintains and increa- 
ſeth the ſame in them, and them in the ſame ; 
and that upon their patient Continuance in well- 
doing, ſeeking for Glory, Honour and Immor- 
W tality, will give unto them eternal Life, 
= Thus then I conclude, that the final Perſeve- 
W rance of the Saints, is a glorious Truth of the 
W bleſſed Goſpel. Their Perſeverance in Grace, 
unto Glory, doth not depend upon their own 
Will and Strength to keep themſelves ; but up- 
on the Grace, Power and Faithfulneſs of him 

that hath called them. It's the ſame Power 

that began their Faith, that doth maintain and 
finiſh it. It's the Power of God that keeps their 

Faith, and them thro' it, unto Salvation. F 4 


diſinherit them, they walk before God, as his dear 
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all thoſe who are begotten again to a lively 
_ thro the Reſurrection of = Chriſt from 
to an Inheritance incorruptible, and 
—— and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
Hleaven for them, are likewiſe kept by the 
Power of God thro' Faith, unto that Salvation 
which is ready to be revealed, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, 5. 
Thus, Sir, eternal, perſonal, abſolute Elec- 
tion, particular Redemption, ſpecial Vocation, 
and final Perſeverance, make the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, appear to be a conſiſtent Scheme, a De- 
fign wn of GOD ; and the Salvation of his 
People from firſt to laſt, to be of one pure Piece 
of GRACE, and fo the whole GLORY of it to 
de his Due, and all Creature * for ever 
nen. 

"Whereas, Sir, in your Scheme, of God $ 
| Chooſing, or rather Decreeing to chooſe, to Life 
before Time, thoſe whom he foreſaw would 
believe in Time, of Chriſt's Redeeming all Man- 
kind, of the Sufficiency of general Calling 
Grace, and of the Uncertainty of the called Ones 
| Perſeverance, there are very great Inconſiſtences. 
It makes the Goſpel of Chriſt, to be Yea and 
Nay, and a Deſign very unworthy of GOD : 
It 8 the Salvation of his People to be partly 
of Works, and partly of Grace, or rather to be 
all of WORKS, under the Name of Grace; and 
ſo leaves Room for the Creature to boaſt, while 
itſelf, by its own Free Will, makes itſelf to dif- 
fer from another. How inconſiſtent is it with 
the Glory of God's — Love, to make the 

Creature 
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1 
Creature f in its Love and Choice of God; 
and the ſovereign Lord of All, to be in a Sort 
dependant upon his Creature? And how con- 
trary is it to, We love him, becauſe be firſt loved 
us, 1 John iv. 19. How inconſiſtent is it with 
the Glory of the Redeemer, to aſſert, That he 
dy'd for the Salvation of all Mankind; and yet 
chat the far greater Part of them ſhall periſi? 
And how contrary is it to, I lay down my Life 
r my Sheep -I give unto them eternal Life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my Hand, John x. 15,23. How 
W inconſiſtent is it with the Glory of God the 
Caller, to affert, the Suſſiciency of his general 
Calling Grace to ſave All Men; and yet that 
Wit is Inſufficient to fave any, unleſs they are diſ- 
pos'd to fave themſelves by it? or, unleſs thro” 
the Sufficiency of their own Free-Will, th 
make it ſufficient for them? And how contrary 
s this to, Other Sheep I have, --- them alſo I muſt 
ring, and they ſhall hear my Voice Thy Peo- 
Be ball be willing in the Day of thy Power, John 
. 16. Pſal. cx. 3. And eſpecially, How incon- 
iſtent is it with the glorious Power, and un- 
banging Faitbfulne/s of that God, who hath 
Wall'd his People into a State of Salvation, and 


4 


Into his eternal Kingdom and Glory, to aſ- 
ert, that notwithſtanding this, they may /o/e 
he Salvation they are poſſeſt of, and never /ee 


he Glory they are called to, but fink into Hell- 
Wiorments with the Devils? And how contrary 
s this to, The Gifts and Calling of God are with 


out 


d IF 


from every evil Work, and will preſerve me to bis 
| beavenly Kingdom: Fai thful is be that calleth 
you, wwho alſo. will do it, Rom. xi. 29. 2 Tim. iy, 
ſuch a Salvation, as you imagine the great Sal- 
of the SAVIOUR: ? And how contrary is it to 


of the Goſpel? How doth it make its great 
and precious Promiſes to the Heirs of Salvation, 


Chriſt, to the Glory of God by us, to be 


fulneſs therein? Yea, how doth it make the | 


conditional? And ſo the Salvation of the ſaved 


. Free. Will altho' given me of God, have made 


need beware leſt we turn the Goſpel into a Law; 


1 7 6 _- 
out + Repentance + And the Lord | ſhall deliver me 


18. 1 Theſ. v. 24. How unworthy, Sir, is 
vation of God to be, of the Greatneſs and Glory 
that which is reveal'd in the Word of the Truth 


which are all, and always, Yea and Amen in 


one while Yea, and another while Nay? and 
ſo rob God of the Glory of his Grace and Faith- 


abſolute Promiſes and Declarations of his Grace, 


Ones, to be of themſelves? For if the Salvation 
of the Creature, from firſt to laſt, is all of its 
own Will; is not the Creature then its OWN 
Saviour ? And may it not truly ſay, I myſelf have 

made myſelf to differ ? 1 myſelf, by my own 


myſelf to differ with Reſpect to Happineſs, from 
another, who had as much Freedom of Will 
given him, and might have been as happy if he 
would, and yet made himſelf miſerable ? And 
is not then, the Glory of the Creature's Sal- 
vation, wholly due unto itſelf? Oh Sir, we had 


leſt renn upon our own Free- Will, in- 
5 ſtead 


| 
a 


771 

ſtead of God's Free Grace, we ſeek Salvation in 
ſuch a Way in which it can never be had, viz. 
by Works, and not by Grace. For God has 
reſolved to fave Sinners, merely from the good 
Pleaſure of his own Will, by the Power of his 
own Arm, and to the Glory of his own Name: 
And thoſe who are not willing to be ſaved in 
this Way, ſhall not be fav'd at all. For his 
Glory herein, from firſt to laſt, he will not give 
C ß 27 IN 
And think, dear Sir, what you gain by your 

Scheme of Things? Of what little Vorth that 
Salvation is, which you ſay is of Grace? You 
ſay you are intereſted in God's everlaſting Love; 
and that it extends itſelf equally unto all. But 
will thouſands be &er the better for it ? Yea, 
what may you be the better for it? If you have 
not. Power in yourſelf, as moſt certainly you 
have not, to keep yourſelf from falling; you 
may, inſtead of being an Object of his Love, 
become a Veſſel of his Wrath for ever. Vou 
ſay, that Chriſt has dy'd for your Sins; and that 
he hath done the ſame for all Men. But what 
will the greateſt Part of Mankind be the better 
for it ? They muſt yet bear their own Sins, and 
periſh for ever notwithſtanding. And - what 
may you be the better for Chtiſt's Death, than 
either Cain or Judas was? Have you any more 
Power in yourſelf, to keep yourſelf from falling, 
from ſinking into Perdition, than they had? 
And if you ſay you are call d of God, that you 
LEED 3 are 
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are born from above, to the Inheritance in Hea- 
ven. Is this any great Matter, if al Men may 
be in the ſame Condition with yourſelf if they 
will; and if they were, both you and they, 
might yet, of Children of Cod, . — the Chil. 
dren of the Deuil; and inſtead of enjoying the 
| heavenly Inberitance, have your Partion in the 
Lale that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone? Oh 
Sir, the Salvation that you plead for, is rather 
Name, than Thing ; Shadow, than Subſtance ; 
and of ſo little Forth, that my Soul could have 
no Joy in it. And indeed I am —— 
bo yourſelf can have much. Surely, if you had a 
due Sight of the deſperate Wickedneſs of your 
own Heart, of your great Weakneſs by reaſon 
of Sin, of- the Subtilty and Power of Satan, the 
Enemy of Souls, and of the many and great 
Snares 01 this World, you could have but little 

Joy in ſuch a Salvation as «bis { Ts it any 
| Matter for a Soul to know and fay, Chriſt loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me; 11 he ſo loved, 
and dy 451 for all the World, mayn't any Man 
know nd ſay the fame as well as ze. And what 
may be be he better for it, any more than 750 
who are now in Hell ? Is it any great Thing 
for a Man to know that his Sins are forgiven ; 
If fo, are the Sins of all Men, of the greateſt 
Reprobates, and were thoſe of Cain and Judas, 
who for Sin are gone to their own Place? And 
if his Sins, who is now forgiven, may again be 
* charg'd unto his Scot, and reſt for ever, . 
G » 
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God's Wrath for them, upon his Head ? Oh- 
what Joy, and Reſt of Faith, can any ſenſible 
Soul have, in ſuch a Salvation as this! How far 
doth it fall. ſhort of that great Salvation of God, 
which the Goſpel declares to be wrought out for 
his People, and that ſhall be beſtow id upon 
them ! 
One Thing more, Sir, and I have 8 1 
think it a very awful Thing, that you 
thould ſtake your Soul on Un: werſal Redemp- 
tion, and even refuſe to be fav'd, if it was 
not ſo, in that ſurprizing, ſhocking Verſe 
of your 1 9 on God 8 1 n 
Page 20: 


- My dear Aube, ad; my 8 

2 I Stake my Soul on thy Pree-Grace 
Take back my Intereſt in thy Blood, 
VUnleſs it ſtream'd for All the Race. 

I Stake my Soul on This alone, 
0 Tur on DID ONCE FOR ALL ATTONE, 


Now Sir, ſupple it ſhould not have fiream'd 
for all the Race, that it ſhould not have atton'd 
for all; as moſt certainly it did not, (for if Chriſt 

did not pray for the World, he did not die for 

them, his Interceſſion being founded in, and is the 
Conſequent of his Oblation,) how dreadful is it 
that you ſhould ſtake your Soul upon a falſe 
Suppoſition that it did? And even refuſe to be 
ud, if it did * ? in that ſhocking Expreſſion, 
3 Take 


* 
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Take back: mine Intereſt in thy Blood, 
| Unleſs i it ſtream d for All the Race. 


P * 


Oh Sir, if Chriſt did not die for all, to give 


chem eternal Life, but only for thoſe the Father 


gave him; have you not hereby refign'd your 


Intereſt in his Blood, and your own Part in his 


great Salvation? And how ſad would be your 


Caſe, if Chriſt ſhould; take you at your Word! 


If he ſhould ſay, He refuſeth to be ſaved by 
my Blood, unleſs it ſtream'd for all: And as I 


4 d for none but my Sheep, which the Father 


gave me; let him periſh among tbe guilty 
Goats !”” But Sir, as there neither is, nor can be 
any ſuch Thing, as Chriſt's taking back the In- 
tereſt of any Perſon in his Blood, for whom it 


was ſhed; fo if he dy'd for you, (s I hope he 
did) he. will not like: back your Intereſt in it, 

nor take you at your Word in refuſing to tbe 
ſaved by it. But your Sin herein, is never the 
leſs, than if, as the juſt Deſert of it, he was to 


ſend you down to che Pit of Hell. Oh, if Chriſt 
did — bleed and die for you, for - this Sin 


of your refuſing to be ſaved by his Blood, the 
Guilt of it muſt reſt for ever on your Head. 


Sure Jam that in this, you have run a deſperate 
Length. But as you did it ignorantly in Unbe- 
lief; I earneſtly defire, to the Glory of God's 
free, rich, ſu per-aboundin g Grace, that you may 
find d Mercy. And if you, n the Remnant 


for 
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for whom Chriſt dy'd, are brou he fafe to 
Glory ; you'll for ever admire and adore that 
Grace that brought you thither, notwithſtand- 
ing that dreadful Oppoſition you made againſt 
it! that was ſo exceeding abundant towards you, 
in the Forgiveneſs of all your Sins, and eſpe - 
cially of T HIS? 

Bat Sir, that there can be no fach Thing, as 
Chriſt's taking back the Intereſt of any Perſon in 
his Blood, for whom he dy'd, conüder, that 
in order to Chriſt's Death, he was firſt made 
Sin; and that by his Death, he did at once, and 
for ever expiate, put away „ and make an End of 
Sin, of all the Sins, of all thoſe, for whom he 
dy'd. How then is it poſſible that the Sins of 
any one of them, ſhould ever return again upon 
his own Head ? God the Father, in order to 
fave a Remnant of ſinful Men, did lay their Ini- 
quity upon his own Son : He took off their Sin 
from them, and transferr'd, or carry'd it over 
unto him. As the Sin of the Iſraektes, in the 
Type, was taken off from them, and transferr d, 
carry'd over to, or put upon the Head of the Sacri- 
fice, Thus Chriſt was hs Sin, antecedent in 
order of Nature, to his being made a Sacrifice, 
or an Offerin for Sin. And the Sin of God's 
People, his Sheep that went aſtray, that was laid 
upon Chriſt, was all, their Iniquity, their origi- 
nal, and actual Sin „their Sin before Converſion, 
and after i it, from their Birth to their Death: He 
bare 6 af their Iniquities, and all their Trang 

ions 


[8], 
Bons ! in all th Sins; Iniquity, Tranſpreffion, 
and Sin, even all their Sin, of every Kind and 
Degree. And being thus made Sin by Imputa- 
tion, the holy Law "of God, found him guilty, 
and requiring Satisfaion, thunder d out Curſe, 
Wrath, and Death againſt him. And a Sin- 
revenging God would not ſpare him a jot; but 
according to his ſtrict Juſtice, calbd for his Bo 
with an Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, 
and againſt the "Man that is my Fellow : Smite 
the Shepherd, Zech. xiii. 7. And indeed, the 
Sword of Juſtice ſmote the Shepherd for the Sins 
of the Sheep, and bath'd itſelf in his Blood, un- 
til it was fully fatisfy'd, and the gracious End 
anſwerd; To wit, a Turning of the Lord's 
Hand, ina Way of Grace, and everlaſting Fa- 
vour upon the Little Ones, the Sheep, for whom 
he dyd. And as all- the Sins of all thoſe for 
whom he dy'd, were laid upon him; as a full 
Satisfaction for them was eau of him, and 
given by him; ſo this was a proper Satisfaction. 
It was properly given to the Juſtice of God for 
their Sins, and receiv'd thereby as ſuch. | It was 
a proper Payment of their Debt, that Chriſt made. 
And this his Payment, his Satisfaction Was an 
abſolute, unconditional One. It was without 
| Ifs and Ands, without Reſervation, without Re- 
ſpect to their Approving of the ſame, and their 
Willingneſs to receive their Diſcharge hereby. 
The Payment made, and the Diſcharge taken be- 
ing abſolute, their Salyation ta Faith, and thro 
it, 
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. 
it, were abſolutely ſecur'd here. Chriſt once /if- 
1555 for every individual Perſon of that vaſt 

Nags he 5 for: And by that his dying for 

e gave them an eternal Intereſt in the Be- 

nefits of by Death, unto heir eternal Life, And 
is it poſlible that the Sufferings of Chriſt can be 
WA) ? Can it ever be, that he ſhould have ſuf- 
fer'd Jeſs than he has, either really, or in the Ac- 
count of God? As impoſſible then is it, that either 
He or his Father, ſhould take back the Intereſt 
of any Soul in his Blood; or that thoſe for whom 
he dy'd, ſhould. ever miſs of eternal Life; fince 
all-ſatficient; is the Merit, and eternal is the Efficacy 
of his Death. It was Eternal Redemption that 
he obtain'd for them; and the ſure. Mercies 
thereof, which cannot be hot, he gives to them. 

Happy are you then, dear Sir, if you are one of 
them for whom Feſus dy d, in chat, tho you have 
made this Oer, he will never take it at your Hande. 
But having loved you, and waſh'd you from all 
your Sins, even from This; his Heart will never 
change towards. you, he' il never become your 
Enemy, nor ſuffer his Death to be inefficacious for 
your Life. No; he well knew before-hand, how 
obſtinate you would. prove, that your Neck was 
an Iron Sinew, and your Brow Braſs : He knew 
the Weight, and bore the Guilt of this your Sin, 
with the Wrath of God due for it, that ſo you 
might not ſink thereby into eternal Perdition. 
And having thus lov'd and fav'd. you from the 
Cuil of 1 it, by his great Sacrifice ; he'll love and 
F. 2 ſave 
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' fave you from the Power of it, by his glorious 


Interceſſion. He'll love you into a Willingneſs 
to be ſavd by his Blood, unto your eternal Sal. 
vation thereby; altho' it was ſhed for none 
but his Sheep; and thoſe, who himſelf calls 
Goats, Serpents, a Generation of Vipers, and 
the Children of the Wicked One, have no Shate in 
it. And hereby, he'll raiſe your endleſs Won- 
der and Praiſe, fo much the higher, at his rich, 
free, boundleſs Grace to you, in that it was 
diftinguiſhing | In that he took you,” when he 
paſs'd others by! In that he ſav'd you by his 


| Death, from the ſame Kind of Sins, for which 


others muſt die etetnally ! In that he redeemed 
yon by his Blood, out of ſome of your Kindred, 
out of many of your Tongue, People, and Na- 
tion; and made you a King and a Prieſt 
unto God and his Father ; to reign with him in 
Life and Glory, unto Ages without end! 
And now, Sir, that the Free Grace of God 
in the Salvation of his People, in their eternal, 
perſonal, abſolute Election, Particular Redemp- 
tion, Special Vocation, and Final Perſeverance, 
may ſhine into your Soul, with the bright 
Rays of its diſtinguiſhing Glory; to the illu- 
minating your Mind, and attracting of your 
Will and Affections with its glorious Bright- 
neſs, its ineffable Sweetneſs; to the bringing 
you out of your preſent Darkneſs, into God's 


[> marvellous Light, to ſtand on the Side of his 
i Free Grace indeed, as one of his Witneſſes; to 


. the 
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che Inſtruction and Edification of Thouſands, 


and to your own preſent Joy, and future Crown; ; 
is the __ Def re of, 


Dear Sir, 
Wur Affectionate, 
and Humble Servant, 
in the Lord, Wo, 
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A POEM on Salvation by general, and 


ſpecial Grace: Or the Inſufft ciency of 


the one; and WEL id my Fe the 
other. 


ET others ſing of God's Ele@ing i 
That from their Faith foreſeen to them did 
move; 
That with weir Faith doth keep an equal Pace; 
That if it fails, to them is no more Grace. 
Let who will fing of Chriff's Redeeming Love, 
That tow'rds the S ole of Adam's Race did move; 
That bought them All from Hell, and ſet them __— 
Yet leaves the moſt to die eternally. Free; 1 


| Sing they that pleaſe, of general Calling Love, 
Sufficient unto All, if they improve; 


Bat if they 40 nor, inſufficient ſtill, 8 LVil ill. 
And can do nought, for want o th Creature's 
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And ſing who can, of God's Renewi ng. e 
That turns the Soul from Sin to Holineſs 
And yet can't finiſh what it hath begun, 
Unleſs the Creature's Will holds to go on. 


Thus fing who will of being ſav'd by Grace, 
Thro' their Free-Will, from all their Treſpaſſes 
So ſav'd, that when it's done, they periſb my, 
And never /ee Salvation's endleſs Day. 
That have no better Right unto Salvation, 
Than they may /o/e, and fink into db 
Let them that can, take up their Reſting- place, 
In a Salvation, ſaid to be of Grace; 
That ſtands no firmer than their fickle Will, ; 
Which if it zurns, will bring Damnation till. 
Let who will bring forth Fruit himſelf unto, 
1 To ſave himſelf from everlaſting Woe : 
"= Let who will ſtrive in vain for Holineſs, 
4 To bring himſelf to everlaſting Bliſs. 
Let <5 will take his Soul on gen'ral Grace, 
 Andelfe, deſire not Salvation's Place: 
That will, refgn bis Intereſt in Chriſt's Blood, 
If it for all the human Race ha- nt How d. 
That ſays he's willing to be ſent away, 
Prom Chriſt hereon, to be the Devil's Prey; 
Wbo, if the Lord ſhould deal to his Deſert, 
Muſt feel the Fire of Hell's 1 Smart 


But "FA my Soul, of God's Bleding 1 
That from his ne Will to thee FE A ; 
1 at 


1 

That + choke thee unto Faith and Holinefs, | 
And keeps thee thro” them, till thou Life poll. 1 
And ſweetly ſing of Chrift 's Redeeming Ore, — 
Extended only 5 the Choſen Race. 
Sing of his Love, who for thy Sins did die; 
While 2 houſands under Sin and Wrath do lie. 
And fing likewiſe of Special Calling Love, 
That to Chriſt's People doth effectual prove: 
That makes them ævilling by its glorious Power 
And made thee ſo, at the appointed Hour, 
Yea, ſing the Power, the Grace, the Faith- 

" fubneſs, * | 
Of God, who calleth his to endleſs Bliſs: 5 
That the good Work began in them and thee; 
And will perform it till we e Glory ſee, 


Thus ſing my Soul, of Grace that hath. thee 


freed, 
Of God's Free-Grace, that a hath done che 5 
| Deed: 
That /av'd thee fo, from Sin's, Law's, Satan's 
Train, 


That thou can'ſt never be unſav d ak} 

That fav'd thee hath to preſent Grace below ; 
That fave thee will to future Glory too; 

That now to thee the Right thereof hath given, 
And will hereafter give to thee thy Heaven ! 
Take up thy Ref in God's unchanging Grace, 
His endleſs Truth, his gloribus Faithfulneſs ; 

In God, thy God of Love, who Aye will be 


A Sea of Peace, of Love, and Life to thee! 
And 
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To love and praiſe thy God for Saving Grace, 
| Which gives to thee an endleſs Happineſs ! ? 


Venture, my Soul , pecial Gr ace 


* 


Weight on 


. 


2 


* 
EIT Er 


— 


2 


= 


8 


9 
p 


2 7. 
— 


— 
7 


ae 


SEES: 


- — 
— 2 


_ ... 
28 
* — + 
. 
—— 


14 * 
F þ 
W 1 
Hey 
4 
* * 
4 
9 


65 «„ 8 ——— 


* 
7 22 


— 


-— 
mum * . 1 pv r 
1 ; 


* - - t 
4% # & 2 wy * 
" ; » < L - 7 8 . 7 
4 * * 4 7 a 4 " * * * — 3 „ % * 
o * * . WW : 
} £ 2 i 1 0 
» 7 1 
on 1 4 * * f 
& at & — + onde; . * 


reer 


< PO —— — 
— — — SIS : 
2 — — a — Re —— — — 
— — — SF. - - I 
= _ — 42 2 — 
. + — * mn * ä - 
- X 2 
” * —. 
P * 
* 


For this alone can give thee Heaven s Bliſ: 
Still plead thine Intereſt in thy Sawiour's Blood, 
Tho! for God's Choſen only it hath flow'd, - 

ay bold by Faith, on's Blood for Sinners ſned; 
And endleſs Bleſſings ſhall be on thy Head ! 
Thy Lord will ſay, Oh Soul, I dy'd for Thee; 
And thou ſhalt ever reign in Life with Me! 
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